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By Rev. Walter Hughes 


ors Fishing 


“Nine Oaks,” Ilderton, Ontario, Canada 


“Simon Peter saith unto them, 


I go a fishing. They 


say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and 
entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught 


nothing.”’—John 21:3. 


Right at the start I. must con- 
fess that I am a fishing fanatic. 
Perhaps that is the reason that 
God has seen fit to use me in 
some measure as a winner of 
souls. It is not without reason that 
the Master said to Galilean fish- 
ermen, “Follow me and I will 
make you fishers of men.” There 


is a striking similarity betweene 


fishing for fish and angling for 
_men. We might consume consider- 
able time.talking of the compari- 
son in the natural and the spirit- 
ual worlds when it comes to fish- 
ing. 

We might speak “of choosing 
choice baits. What attracts one 
fish will repel another. We might 
talk of wind and weather, and 
moons and months. There is a 
time when it would be profitable 
and pleasing to go fishing and 
other times when it would be 
much better to stay at home. This 
is all true in the spiritual world. 
Great wisdom and dogged de- 
termination must be shown if we 
would catch men for Christ. It 
is a fine art. Sometimes fools 
rush in where angels fear to tread: 
Sometimes an attractive bait will 
help to hook an attractive human 
trout. There is a time to speak 
and a time to be silent. One es- 
sential quality in every successful 
fisherman is patience. A true fish- 
erman is never easily discour- 
aged. 

Someone has very pertinently 
Suggested that there are three 
good rules in brook trout fish- 
ing: 1. Keep yourself out of sight. 
2. Keep yourself out of sight. 3. 
Keep yourself out of sight. Those 
three rules might well be adopted 
for fishermen in the. spiritual 
world. 


Should any preacher read this, 
please accept a suggestion: Take 
time off for a fishing trip some- 
time. You will be better at your 
task and ast longer if you do. 
Learn how to fish for fish and 
you will be a better fisherman for 
souls. Remember, Christ got most 
of His disciples from boats and 
nets. I have discovered that when 
a preacher is after trout, or bass, 
or pickerel, he is far away from 
carping criticism, to get refreshed 
in body and soul. God speaks in 
the solitude beside the languid 
lake or rushing river. Frayed 
nerves -get rest and the wearied 
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Dr. Walter Hughes 


soul is revived amid the swaying 
of the boughs and the song of 
birds. 


And Im wishing, wishing, wish- 


ing, 

I might steal off somewhere, fish- 
ing; 

Pack up every care and worry, 


Just play hookey from it all. 


Peter said, “I go a fishing.” 

Some have said that Peter 
meant he was desirous of employ- 
ing.some idle time in useful occu- 
pation until the Master should 
come. I cannot see it. With the 
background of Gethsemane’s Gar- 
den and Pilate’s judgment hall, I 
am inclined to believe that Peter 
indicated he was going 
his old life .... Peter 


Passover Week. He had not for- 


tle maid. He remembered his defi- 


He remémbered the 
prophecy for him personally and 
the crowing of the cock. He re- 
membered the searching glances 
of Christ’ foes in the lurid light 
of the courtyard fire. 

What a failure he had been in 
this disciple business! Better that 
he slip back into the old life, and 
go back to the old boats, and the 
familiar business, than go on like 
that. Remembering his denial and 


(Continued on page 8) 


nite denial and his awful oaths. | 
Saviour’s 


back to | 
probably | 
was thinking of the events of the | 


gotten his trembling before a lit-| 


| 


Mhe Far Country Or 


The Father’s House 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“A? d he said, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them 


said to his father, 


Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 


And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger 


son gathered all together, 


and took his journey into a far country, and 


there wasted his substance with riotous living.””’—Luke 15 :11-13 


In a Japanese town north of 
Tokyo of some thirty thousand 
people, I preached under the little 
tent. Benches were without backs; 
a missionary played an accordion 
and people sang, not from song- 
books but from sheets of paper 
held high by-a young evangelist 
on which were written in Japanese 
characters a verse of the song. 
Many of the people had stooped 
in the rice paddies for a long, 
hard, backbreaking day, and then 
came down the hills to the little 
tent. I preached through an inter- 
preter that moving story of the 
boy who did not respect his father 
(a great sin among Japanese), 
who was not satisfied at home, 
who went far away and got drunk 
on “sake” (the Japanese rice 
wine), wasted his father’s money 
and came to want. They listened, 
entranced! 

How universal is the appeal and 
the warning in this charming, 
moving story of the prodigal son! 
I found that in Japan this was an 
old, old story as it is in every 
land since Cain broke the heart 


'of his mother and father. 
“And do you know who that 
wild, rebellious boy was?’ I asked 


them, one after another. They were 

deeply interested. When I said, “‘I 

was that poor, lost boy who left 
(Continued on page 4) 


one of them: 


First let me tell you a story: 

Among the distinguished archi- 
tects celebrated in ancient Greek 
mythology were the two brothers, 
Trophonius and Agamedes. They 
were employed by King Hyrieus 
to build for him a treasury house. 
But as they built they were pos- 
sessed of a passion for the wealth 
they knew the treasury would 
contain, and in the wall of the 
building they placed a stone ‘in 
such a manner that it could be 
removed and then again put back 
in place. 

So adroitly and with such rare 
skill was the thing accomplished 
that none could detect the secret 
stone, and by this means from 
time to time Trophonius and Aga- 
medes purloined the treasure of 
the king. King Hyrieus was 
amazed, for though his locks and 
his seals were untouched, his 
wealth was continually diminished. 

How like this it is with the 
life of many a child of God, It is 
a life well-guarded and victorious 
at every other point, but there 
is one place at which its spiritual 


vitality is tapped and where its 


“And when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. 


The other day I came across a few verses and this is 


| have to live with myself, and so 

| want to be fit for myself to know; 
| want to be able as the days go by, 
Always to look myself straight in the eye: 

| don't want to stand, with the setting sun, 
And hate myself for the things I've done. 


The Hole in the Wall 


By the late Dr. Wm. E. Biederwolf 


”’__Hzekiel 8:7. 
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treasury of divine glory, of virtue, 
and of spiritual worth in genera! 
is being drained and_ wasted. 
Strong and invulnerable at every 
other point, yet here dishearten- 
ing defeat is continually met. 
But there is one great differ- 
ence. King Hyrieus did not know 
the source of his embarrassment 
and the loss that came to him. 
But in your life and mine such is 
not the case. The evil thing that 
saps our strength, robs us of our 
glory and our joy, and threatens 


Dr. Wm. Edward Biederwolf 


_ a mes a ~ 


Dr. Rice preaching in Hume High School auditorium, 
Bombay, India, with interpreter Jordan Kahn, Indian Evan- 
gelist, translating each sentence into the Hindi language. 


the very life of the soul itself, is 
known by at least two persons, 
God and yourself, God and myself. 
t is that besetting sin, perhaps 
a secret one which, unless we 
meet it in mortal combat and “by 
His wonderful power, by His grace 
every hour’ remorselessly ride it 
down to death, will prove our un- 
doing and involve us at last in 
spiritual bankruptcy more awful 
than the loss of the world’s whole 
treasure, 


| digged a grave and laid within 

Its secret depths one secret sin; 

| closed the grave and know full well 
That day | shut myself in Hell. 


There 
that. 


is a better way than 


In the Secret, Chambers 
of Imagery 

Now for the text: 

“Son of man,” said the Lord to 
Ezekiel while in vision, “hast thou 
seen what the ancients of the 
house of Israeli do in the dark, 
every man in the chambers of his 
imagery?” 

It’s just here, isn’t it, that most 
of us fail? The ungodly man who 
neither knows nor fears God does 
not hesitate to sin in the open save 
only as he fears social consequenc- 
es. But I take it that most of us 
are able to contemplate our past, 


at least since the day of our Chris- | 


tian profession; with some consid- 

erable satisfaction with respect 

to sinning of a sort like that. 
You never murdered a man in 


cold blood for a good many rea-! 


sons, not the least of which is 
that you never cared to do so. The 
same thing is true of robbing a 
bank vault, of gambling, of drunk- 


enness, of profanity, and other 
heinous things that could be men- 
tioned, and to which the godless 


of the world give themselves. 


But how is it in the chamber 
of our imagery? If your memory 
became a painter and used the 
walls of that chamber for a can- 
vas! In fact, the memory paints 
there, whether we will or no. In 
colors bright or dark, in linea- 


ments of joy or shame, she paints 


every struggle of the soul—every 
thought, every desire, every pur- 
pose of the heart. All are there, 


.and I am afraid that not many of 


| us 
/ 
' brought 


them 
than 


have 
other 


to 
eyes 


would care 
before 
our own. 

And yet we must not forget that 
such a day coming. We enter 
the chamber of imagery today for 


is 


reflection, and I trust for repent- 
ance and improvement; but if not 
for this, the day is coming when 
we must enter it for judgment, 
In that hour the painter. will touch 
the scenes up all afresh—-for 
memory will be there—and in the 


midst of the awful congregation of 
the risen dead we _ shall pass 
through this hall of imagery when 
both memory and conscience will 
affirm the righteous judgment of 
God. And for that day, when the 


\strong shall bow and the devout 


shall tremble, may we in mercy 


_be prepared. 


It was a series of weird visions 
(Continued on page 7) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 3, 196) 


Notes 


We are in a blessed revival at 
Norfolk, Virginia, with the Grace 


Baptist Church, Rev. 
‘Swartz, pastor. 
the first services 


Loren T. 


hundred, rushed 
since January 1. 
professions of faith Sunday, in- 
cluding several adults, and 6 pro- 


to completion 


fessions last night (Monday), all 
adults, one a woman of sixty- 
three. Two or three sailors have 


been saved. 


Sunday we had 
in their new 
auditorium, seating about eight 


There were 9 


correspondence which I have been 
behind on all this year. 

I have a great burden for Tue 
Sworp OF THE Lorp subscription 
campaign coming up, and particu- 
larly for VOICE OF REVIVAL 
broadcast. We are having a hard 
time paying the broadcast bills, 
and yet Rev. Bud Lyles, radio 
announcer and assistant, tells me 
that every week this year we have 
had reports of people saved and 
letters from lost asking how to 
be saved. So we have very great 
burdens and much to pray about. 
Thank God, we have great joy 
and assurance that God will help 
us, even as He is saving many 
precious souls. 


Don’t Miss Those Wonderful 
Award-Winning Sermons! 
Four judges struggled long, try- 

ing to decide between the tre- 

mendous. sermons by Dr. ‘Tom 

Malone and Dr. R. G. Lee, which 


: 
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INCIDENTS 


and 


as caetatlat Robert L. Sumner, 
Contributing Editor 


Hell Is No Joke 


A’ lady in Montreal, Canada, 
wrote to the Michigan State High- 
way Department and told of a 
planned visit to the Detroit area, 


asking directions to the little com- 


munity Hell, saying, “We thought 
it would be fun to be able to say 
we had been im Hell.” John Ta- 
kacs, replying in behalf of 
department, sent a marked map | 
showing the location of the tiny, 
unincorporated community, add- 


the | 


ther, but by me.” And Acts 4:12 
reminds us, “Neither is there sai- 
vation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” 


Kindness for Her Killer 


Mrs. Jeanette Lippincott of San 
Francisco, California, remembered 
her thoroughbred Arabian horse, 
“Just Me.” in her will. She in- 
structed that the horse be given 
temporarily to a friend and that 
$1,000 go to the same party to 
provide for the animal's care “un- 
til a good home can be found for 
him.” No doubt many would agree 
that such thoughtfulnes for a 
beast was a most gracious and 
tender kindness. 

However, the unusual stipula- 
tion is highlighted by the weird 
fact that Mrs. Lippincott was 
'_ killed when that same horse stum- 


| bled in Golden Gate Park and 


threw her into a tree. The re. 
sulting injuries brought about her 
decease. The animal in which 
Mrs. Lippincott delighted de. 
stroyed her. 


* -. ¥ 
Sin works in much the same 
manner. The Apostle Paul, in 
writing to the Romans, said: 
“For sin, taking occasion by the 
commandment, deceived me, and 
by it slew me.” People begin to 
play with sin fancying that they 
have found a delight, but despair 
is aways found in the dregs of 
iniquity’s cup. When you make 
sin your friend, you can expect 
a bitter betrayal. 

* >» ¥: 
Pray for Evangelist Sumner’s meetings; 

Thru March 5: 
Olivet Baptist Church 
Kansas City, Kansas 
March 12-26: 
Grace Baptist Charch 
Cedar & Main Streets 
Austin, Minnesota 
March 27-April 2: 
Grace Baptist Church 
Mankato, Minnesota 


———— 
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a boat ramp at the water’s edge. 

That simple, single mistake in 
judgment resulted in two funerals. 
The driver was sincere, but he 
was sincerely wrong and his earn- 
estness did not prevent his death 
or that of his companion’s. 

In much the same manner, the 
Word of God warns us,. “There 
is a way which seemeth right wun- 
to a man, but the ends thereof 
are the ways of death’ (Prov. 
14:12). Sincerity is a vital es- 
sential in salvation—but it is just 
as important that you be right as 
that you be sincere, 

Taking it for granted that you 
are sincere in supposing that you 
will go to Heaven when you die, 
is your sincerity based upon the 
“thus saith the Lord” of Scrip- 
ture? Jesus said in John 14:6, “ 
am the way, the truth and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Fa- 


shoelace for a little child bespeaks 
a more loving, personal Yelation= 
ship than would the giving of a 
large sum of money to some re- 
mote, unfamiliar charity, no mat- 
ter how worthy. Without a doubt: 
the most precious of all human 
relationships are those in which 
there is sympathetic and loving 
interchange of ideas and desires 
and needs, no matter how im- 
portant or how trivial. We all need 
someone who is deeply interested 
in our affairs and who solicits 
that same interest from us. 

Then think how God must feel 

He who holds all the secrets of 
life and death and time and space 
and eternity craves to hear the 
childish prattle of our petty little 
prayers. You say, perhaps, “Well, 
I ‘don’t want to bother the Lord 
with anything that isn’t really 
important.’”’ Now let me ask you: 


EVANGELIST CHARLES 
HIMES of 801- College Avenue, 
Wheaton, Illinois, held a revival 
in the Calvary Baptist Church of 
Riverdale, Illinois, January 18-29. 
Rev. Ernest D. Bayless, Sr., pas- 
tor, reports 2 first-time decisions, 
3 who came for baptism, and 5 
for church membership, plus @ 
number of rededications. He says, 
“The church was greatly strength- 
ened and revived, And we heartily 
recommend Brother Himes as an 
evangelist, a wonderful preacher 
and a true man of God.” 

* % % 

EVANGELIST GLEN SCHUNK 
of 10 Blythewood Drive, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, held a fre 
vival at the Mountain Home Bible 
Church in Mountain Home, North 
Carolina, .recently. Pastor May- 
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MAN SENT FROM GOD 


A Biography of Dr. John R. Rice 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Chapter 11 


“The Sword of the Lord and of 
John R. Rice” 


The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those 
that published it.”—Psalm 68:11. 


... and they cried, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. 


—Judges 7:20. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD was 
born on September 28, 1934, when 
Dr. Rice was pastor of the Fun- 
damentalist Baptist Church at 
Dallas. There were 5,000 copies of 
the first issue printed. The main 
heading, which advertised the ser- 
mon for the next Sunday night 
at the church, was “Divorce, Re- 
marriage and Adultery.” 


One front-page article entitled, 
“We Want to Help Poor People 
Get Work,” contained an offer to 
“publish free any advertisement 
for those who want work.” Inter- 
ested parties were instructed, 
“Write out your ad, make it brief, 
not over fifty words, give exact 
information of what you can do 
and what work you want and 
where you may be reached by 
mail or by phone.” The editor 
said, “I would like to help worthy 
people find work and those who 
can use help will do me a favor 
if they let me know what kind of 
help they need and when. This 
free service is designed for sin- 
cere people who would honestly do 
good, reliable work.” Remember 
that this was at the peek of the 
bitter depression which plagued 
all of America and especially the 
Southwest. 

Most of the front page was 
taken up with a box notice en- 
titled, “The New Paper and Its 
Policies.”’ This article is so inter- 
esting and shows so clearly how 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD has main- 
tained its original position right 
to the present hour, that I quote 
it here in its entirety: 


Here is the first issue of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and of John 
R. Rice. Readers and advertisers 
have a right to know the what 
and why of this paper. Here is 
a very frank and personal word 
about the paper. 

The paper is not a denomina- 
tional organ. It does not repre- 
sent the Baptist denomination 
or any other. Nor is it a church 
bulletin. It is simply the voice 
of Evangelist John R. Rice in 
print, preaching the Gospel, re- 
duking sin, defending the faith, 
teaching the Bible and winning 
sinners to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It will be simply an extension of 
my ministry in the pulpit and 


over the radio. 

For several years I have had 
many calls by letter and tele-| 
phone and in person for print- 
ed copies of sermons which || 
delivered. Every time I an- 
nounce on the radio that I will | 
preach on “The Sin of Adult- 
ry.:::. OF The Unpardonable 
Sin,” or “Baptist Infidels,” or 
any other sermons that arouse 
great interest, I am_ besieged 
with inquiries as to whether I 
can furnish that sermon in 
printed form. I have usually 
had to state regretfully that I 
could not do it. For years I 
have prayed that God would 
give me a paper in which to 
print my sermons and Bible 
teachings on great matters 
about which people need to 


know the will of God. Now God 
is answering my prayer, I be- 
lieve, and I will be able to print 
my sermons and Bible studies 
which have been so greatly in 
demand all over the country by 
people who have heard me 
preach in person or on the 
radio. THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
will be a weekly paper, carry- 
ing Bible messages, red-hot con- 
demnation of sin and tender ap- 
peals to the sinner. 

Subscribe to the paper today. 
Put one dollar bill in an enve- 
lope and mail it to John R. 
Rice, 201 E. Tenth St., Dallas, 
Texas, and THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp will be mailed to your 
home for one year. Already 
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subscriptions are coming in and 
I anticipate that hundreds of 
earnest Christians will want to 
regularly read this paper. You 
will read sermons by John R. 
Rice and keep up with the won- 
derful growth and work of the 
Fundamentalist, you could do 
our fight against modernism 
and unbelief, and our great re- 
vivals. Also you will greatly 
help us to make this paper pos- 
sible during the strenuous days 


of beginning publication. Send 
your subscription today, $1.00 
a year. 


If you have friends you want 
to know what it means to a 
Fundamentalist, you could do 
them no greater favor for a 
dollar than to send them THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD. Help spread 
the good word. Six months’ sub- 
scription, $.50. 


I have no idea of financial 


profit from the publication of | 
this paper. The time and labor | 
necessary I will gladly give to 
spread the Gospel and help peo- 
ple. The financial responsibility 
will be very heavy and often- 
times, I have no doubt, I will 
need to meet expenses out of 
my own pocket. The Fundamen- 
talist Baptist Church in Oak 
Cliff, of which I am pastor, is| 
greatly interested in this paper | 
but I alone am responsible, fi- 
nancially and otherwise, human- 
ly speaking. It is my earnest 
prayer that the dear Lord, who 
has. blessed and has so marvel- 
ously provided for my ministry, 
will take this venture also un- 
der His powerful care, and pro- 


vide all needs to His own glory. 
I believe that He put it in my 
heart to begin the publication 
of THE SWORD OF THE LorpD. I 
want the paper to please Him, 
even though it should sometimes 
please no one else. 

This paper will maintain a 
constant war on booze, on horse- 
race gambling, on modernism | 
and unbelief in the churches, | 
and on sin of every kind, in the 
church well out. We owe 
no allegiance to any denomina- 
tional headquarters. We have | 
no board of directors ‘to con- 
sider about the policy of this 
paper. The paper will contain 
straight-out Bible 
plain preaching. 
an out-and-out 
ind premillennialist, 
very word of 


apology or 


as as 
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Leacning and 
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The editor is 
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compromise. 
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Advertisers Take Notice 

The advertising policy of this | 
paper will be controlled by the 
same principles that effect 1 
reading matter. We will not 
take advertisements from pic- 
ture We will not accept 
an advertisement from any drug | 
cafe or grocer that has 
a beer license. It might be 
easier to get advertising enough 
to pay the expenses of the paper 
if we were not so strict, but I 
do not want a single ad in this 
paper that would diSplease the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The paper | 
will be vigorous, sometimes | 
startling; always, I trust, read | 
with great interest by those who | 
agree with it and by those who 
do not. 

We solicit advertising only on 
the basis of merit. Our church 
does not have personal solicita- 
tion for donations for any pur- 
pose. We do not even canvass 
our own membership for the 
support of the pastor, building 
fund or anything else. Certain- 
ly then the advertising manager, 
Mr. Ray Rucker, does not solicit 
ads on a donation basis. Adver- 
tising space will sell at a very 
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shows. 
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Store, 


| Modernism, Worldliness 


|' ment God has 


reasonable rate. This issue of 
the paper is five thousand 
copies. In a few weeks we will 
have ten thousand copies scat- 
tered evéry week through Oak 
Cliff. The paper will. be more 
eagerly read, we believe, than 
any weekly publication in Dal- 
las. We believe to advertise in 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD will 
be good business and on that 
basis alone we solicit ads. 

The paper will be distributed 
free from house-to-house not 
later than Friday morning of 
each week. The paper will be 
delivered by mail to subscrib- 
ers at the rate of $1.00 a year. 
Send subscriptions to John R. 
Rice, 201 E. Tenth St., Dallas, 
Texas. 


Mr. Ray Rucker is advertis- 
ing and circulation manager of 
‘THE SworpD OF THE LorRD. Leave 
calls for him at the church of- 


fice at 201 E. Tenth St. or 
phone 6-6888. We believe you 
will find Mr. Rucker a Chris- 


tian gentleman, an experienced 
advertising man, reliable; -canr- 
teous and helpful in every way. 
He will be glad to help you 
work out a profitable ad. 
Earnestly coveting the pray- 
ers and support of Christian 
friends everywhere in this new 
effort to bless Dallas, arouse 
Christians and get the Gospel to 
sinners, 
Sincerely Yours, 
JOHN R. RICE 


You will note from the above 
that the policy of the paper has 
changed very little in 
of almost a quarter of a century. 


the space | 
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It still highlights the sermons of | 


the editor; still fights sin, moda- 
ernism and unbelief; still promotes 
revival; the editor still receives 
no profit from the publication 

not even a penny from his long 
hours of labor—and he has had 
to fulfill the prophecy of meeting 
the expenses out of his own pock- 
et on many occasions. In like 


. . . | 
manner, no advertising is accepted | 


which “would displease the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” At a sacrifice of 
thousands of dollars, he has re- 
peatedly refused questionable ad- 
vertising such as ads for the Re- 
vised Standard Version, appeals 
for money from questionable or- 
ganizations, books with unsound 
doctrine in them, and many other 
types of advertising accepted by 
other evangelical publications, ap- 
parently without any qualms ol 
conscience whatsoever. 


The original issue, under the 


title, THE SWORD OF THE LORD and 


of John R. Rice, stated the paper's | 


policies: “An independent religi- 
ous weekly to preach the Gospel, 


expose sin, spread premillennial, 
fundamental Bible teaching, and 
foster the work of the Funda- 
| mentalist saptist Church, 201 


East Tenth Street, Dallas, Texas.”’ 
Within a vear it had been changed 
to read as follows: “An Independ- 
ent Religious Weekly, 
the Verbal Inspiration of th 
Bible, Deity of Christ, H) 
Blood Atonement, . Salvation by 


"+, > me 
> | inding 
for 


the 


the exception of the second sent- 
ence. That now reads, “Opposes 
and For- 
malism,” and is essentially the 
same as the former. 
From the very first 
has been a 


this pape. 
soul-winning instru- 
used in the salva- 
tion of many hundreds. The ini- 
tial issue, as a prophetic fore- 
runner of things to come, resulted 
in the salvation of a man who 
thought he had gone too far fo! 
0d to forgive. This man had not 
been inside a church for sixteen 
years but when he saw the paper 
and read about the Sunday night 
message, “Divorce, Remarriage 
and Adultery,” he determined, as 
a result of his own unhappy home, 
to hear the message. He came and 
was. happily saved that night. 
When the editor made note of it 


in a subsequent issue, he said, “I} 


pray that God will make this pa- 

per the instrument in turning 

many prodigal men, many way- 
(Continued on page 5) 


Faith, New Testament Soul Win- 
ning and the Premillennial Re-| 
‘turn of Christ. Opposes Sin, Mod- | 
ernism and Denominational Over- | 
lordship.” You will note this to 
be exactly what appears on the 
| heading of every issue today, with 


By Aunt Mary 


Last week I was reminded again 
of God’s care, God’s always know- 
ing, and His answering of prayer, 
sometimes before we ask. Isaiah 
65:24 says, “And it shall 
to pass, that before they call, I 
will answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear.” 


Not long ago my father, Dr. 


Rice, came back from an evangel- | showed me what to do. I planned 


istic trip to India. He thrilled us 
with stories of souls saved, Chris- 
tians and missionaries who loved 
the Lord better because of the 
special meetings where he preach- 
ed. Then after the stories had been 
told, and we rejoiced with him 
in the Indians saved, he brought 
out and gave me a lovely gold- 
printed silk, six yards long, called 
a sari. The sari, dress of the Indi- 
an women, doesn’t need any sew- 
ang. Dr. Rice showed me how 
to wrap it around my waist, tuck 
it in, make the big pleats the 
Indian women make so gracefully, 
and throw it around my shoulder. 
I enjoyed experimenting with the 
drapery, but before long my mind 
was planning the lovely dress I 


OS 


with her. My first impulse was to 


call my friehds and neighbors to 


come | 


a — 


help me hunt. Then—I know the 
Lord was helping—I remembered 
the college boys who go by our 
house, and the school children who 
walk every day along the top of 
our little fence. I know that God 


to call the college Lost and Found 
Department, and if it were not 
there, to call the school. But 
since the principal and teachers 
are good friends, I dialed the 


| school number first. 


When Miss Johnston answeret 


'the phone I apologized for taking 


| her 


time. I was really flustered 


by this time; told her I hoped she 


my 
'and 
| treasured sari. 


would make. You boys know that | 


we girls and women always “need” 
clothes. Right away I began to 
plan the dress I would make. 

I] rode back home with a 
friend, carefully carrying my love- 
ly silk print. But when I got 


could 


help me. I launched into 
sad tale of my carelessness 
its result—the loss of my 
3ut before I could 
finish the tale she interrupted me 

“Mrs. Himes, your sari is here 
on the desk beside me. We have 
all been admiring it and wondering 
who it belonged to.” Then she 
told me how a second-grader had 


‘seen the length of shimmering 
‘silk on the ground, picked it up 
and took it to his teacher. (1 
looked for that little boy later 
and thanked him.) 

Of course God knew I would 


out of the car I suddenly realized | 


I didn’t have my material. I waved 


as the car drove off, but they 
didn’t stop. As I went into the} 
house to prepare our soup and 


sandwiches, I thought, “I'll go get 
my sari after lunch.” 
(Guess how scared I was an hour 


later when they told me, “Your 
sari isn’t in the car. I saw it 
drop to the ground. I thought 


you saw it.” 
Now some of you live on quiet 


streets, and perhaps if you lost 
something in the yard it would) 
still be there after an hour. But 


our grey clapboard home is near 
a college boy’s dormitory, and col- 
lege boys stream by our house day 
and night. And we are in the 
same block with our grade school, 
so many, many children go by the 
house every day. I was really 
scared, but we rushed out to the 
yard to look for the lost sari. No! 
It wasn’t there! And now, 
hour too late by human standards, 
I began to pray. I said, “O Lord, 
please take care of that material. 
Lord, you know how proud of it 
I was, and how much I need 
Take care of it and 
me to find it.” 


dress. help 


You remember the woman in 
the Bible who lost a gold coin? 
When she found it she called he 
friends and neighbors to rejoice 


ask for His help. But if He had 
just let it go until I prayed, a 
neighborhood dog could have 
found the silk and worried it into 


'a rag. A thoughtless adult might 


| 


an | 


that | 


have found it and kept it to use 
herself. A car could have splashed 
mud or snow on it, someone 
might have stepped on it. But 
God, looking down on scatter- 
brained (for the moment) Aunt 
Mary, thought, “Dear Mary will 
soon ask me for help. I must take 
care of that now, so that when 
she asks Me to help her it will 
still be safe.” I guess God sent 
the right little boy along who 
would know to carry it carefully 
to his teacher. You remember God 
prepared a great fish for Jonah. 
This time he simply prepared a 


little boy. Then the job wasn't 
done. Don’t you think God let 
|'me know that I should call the 
school? I think He did! 

Miss Johnston, when she told 
'me the good news, may have been 
a little startled when I said into 
the phone, “Hallelujah!” but she 
knows I love the Lord and she 
understood that I was. simply 
praising Him. 

Now don’t expect the Lord to 
rescue you without you cle ng 
your part, after you have deliber- 
it ied. The Bible still says, 

(Continued on page 6) 


I wish I could share with you 
Christian friends all the wondertul 


letters that come to the desk ol! 
my son, Bob, Jr., the President 
of the school, and to my desk 
from former students of Bob 
Jones University. All I can do is 
try to quote from some of the 
letters, but these quotations 


should give you Christian people 
an idea of what God is doing 
through this institution which He 
led me to found more than thirty- 
four years ago. Note the following 
from a letter received from a 
former student: “Whenever I am 
tempted to compromise, I remem- 
ber the training I received at Bob 
Jones University. I know L would 
be letting my~°Lord down if | 
let up on the high standards ol! 
the school. God has kept me 


| faithful these past four years.’ 


od. 


My friends, you people who 
pray for’ us and who recommend | 
students to the school and who 
invest some of God’s money in 


the school have a part in the work 
are doing. We have raised our 
price for room, board, and tuition 
very little; but the expenses of 
operating the school have grown 
very much. We need your financial 
help; and you can invest some of 


W 


God's money in the work of Bob 
Jones University, and you will 
make a good investment for all 
eternity. Won't you let us hear 


from you? Please do. Thank you, 
and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 58. C. 
(Advertisement) 
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«Raper eas Yin: 


_Dr. Charles E Roth Honored by ABE Radio Network 


Greatly-used radio evangelist, Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, (third from left, front) is presented with a 
gold-inscribed clock plaque by Harry Woodworth, 
general manager, western division, ABC Radio Net- 
work, “for 36 continuous years of broadcasting in 
the spiritual service of mankind.” 

The January anniversary presentation also 
marked eleven consecutive years of ABC’s weekly 
broadcasts of Dr. Fuller’s “Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour” gospel service. 

From his beginning over a single radio station 
in 1925, Rev. Fuller’s “Revival Hour” has grown to 
where it is now heard by an éstimated 10 million 
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people weekly over some 600 stations world-wide, 
including those of the ABC network in the U. S. and 
Canada. The broadcasts originate in Los Angeles. 

Others in the photo above are (Il. to r.) Rudy 
Atwood, “Revival Hour” piano soloist and accom- 
panist for 23 years; Mrs. Fuller, who, for 22 years, 
has read letters from listeners on the program; 
Dr. Leland Green (second from right), musical 
director of the broadcasts for the past 22 years, and 
George Broadbent, who has been the Hour’s organist 
for 15 years. 

Members of the 30-voice “Revival Hour” chorus- 
choir are shown in the background. 


“AM I SAVED?” 


Answers to Two Letters Show- 
ing That People Are Not Saved 
by “an Experience,” Are Not 
Saved by “Feeling Good,” by 
Restitution, Quitting Ciga- 
rettes, or Other Good Deeds, 
But Should Simply Rely on 
Christ and Believe His Word 
That One Who Believes in 
Christ Has Everlasting Life 
and Is Born Again 

Two letters have come from peo- 
ple who were doubting whether 
they were saved. The first is from 
a woman seventy years old who 
says that she has never had “the 
born-again experience” as far as 
she knows, although she has trust- 
ed Christ for forgiveness, has often 
praised Him for the forgiveness of 
sins and has made restitution 


fact, 


said 
perience.’ 


How Great 
Soul Winners 


ce Fi Owith the 


HOLY SPIRIT 
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wherever possible, even to paying 
a forty-year-old debt, and has con- 
fessed every known sin. She fears 
that because she has not had some 
kind of a thrilling “experience” she 
is not born again. Here is my re- 
ply to this dear woman, 
hope it will be a blessing to others. 


Babies Do Not Remember How 
They Felt When They 
Were Born 


“Dear Mrs. A._- 

“I was glad to have your letter 
and I feel sure I can help you. In 
fact, I know I can if you will listen 
to what I say and believe it. 


“Where you are wrong is 
looking for a certain feeling. You 
keep on calling it ‘the experience 
of being born again.’ That is not 
the way the Bible talks about it 
at all. If you will stop and think 
you will realize that no child ever 
remembers when he was first born. 
How I felt at the time I came into 
the world is of no consequence 
whatever, and no person remem- 
bers that. Being born again is a 
not an experience, that is, 
not something you feel and know 
it happened by the way you feel. 
When you trusted Jesus Christ 
and came to Him, then you were 
born again. It is entirely wrong 
for you to think that you could 
believe God would do what He 
if you could feel the ‘ex- 
God wants you to get 
your mind off the experience and 
just simply believe that when you 
trust Him, He makes you a child 
of God. The matter of ‘an experi- 
is never commanded in the 
Bible and never mentioned in con- 


A Man Given Up to Die, Re- 
peatedly Troubled Because 
People Tell Him That Any 
Sin Proves He Has Not 
Been Saved or That if He 
Lost the Feeling, He is 
Not Saved 


The second letter was from a 
man who has a heart ailment and 
an internal cancer, and the doc- 
tors tell him he is incurable. He 
set out earnestly to find God, often 
spending most of the night in 
prayer and reading the Bible. He 
went forward to claim Christ in 
a service and was baptized, but be- 
lieved he was not saved because 
he did not have the great feeling 
he expected. He later several times 
had periods of great joy when he 
believed that his sins were all 
forgiven because he took Christ 
at His word in some clear Bible 
passage. But once he was told 
that he was not saved because 
he had not quit cigarettes. Others 
told him that if he had any sin, 
it proved he was not saved. Later 
he again sought the Lord earnest- 
ly, with hours of prayer and Bible 
reading and trusted in Christ and 
told many that he was saved, but 
he lost his joyous feeling and felt 
sure he was lost again. Here is 
my letter to this poor man. I hope 
it will help others to depend on 
Christ instead of feeling or human 
experience. 


“Dear Brother L...--....-: 


“Notice that I address you as 
brother. You say that you have 
come to Christ in your heart the 
best you know. He | Jesus] says in 
John 6:37, ‘His that cometh to me 


and I 


in 


sin,’ 


sin. You 
wasted 


happiness. 
bellious and sinful!” 
them one by one. They first looked 


prodigal son is repeated 


(Continued from page 1) 


the father's house and went into 
‘ they shook their heads partly 
in pity for the father, and partly 
in embarrassment for me that ] 


should confess such a sin! But 
then I selected an old, long- 
bearded grandfather. “You were 


the prodigal boy! You went into 
opportunity, 
were re- 
And pointed to 


wasted 
You 


in shocked surprise, then some 
began to nod their heads and 
some, with downcast eyes, showed 
deepest. conyiction. 

How well the Lord. Jesus fitted 
thes Gospel to the frail, human 
heart! And wherever men and 
women are, there the story of the 


and there 


The Far Country 


lasting life’ 


Prayer, 


us.” Even 
cigarettes, 


ful. 


Christ. 


feelings 


mous. 


that the honest, 
who trusts in Jesus Christ for sal- 
vation is instantly saved, always. 
The heartache and trouble caused 
by such false teachers 


“Most Christians have had times 
of doubt. I had three years doubt- 
ing whether I was saved. In fact, 
most of the time I had 
thrown away my hopes and tried 
to get saved again, but I learned 
from the Scripture that 
believeth on the Son hath ever- 
(John 3:36). 
I saw that I had been saved when 
I first trusted Jesus. 
“Do not let anybody deceive 
into thinking that saved people 
never sin. Every Christian is com- 
manded to pray in his daily Lord’s 
‘And forgive us our sins’ 
(Luke 11:4). First John 1:8 plain- 
ly says to Christians, 
that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in 
have 


if you 
and I am 


have, you are still not perfect. You 
are still human and frail and sin- 
If people could be saved by 
their good deeds, then there would 
be no need for Jesus to die for us 
and no need to trust in His blood. 
People are saved not because they 
quit smoking cigarettes, 
cause they have trusted Jesus 


“Of course saved people want to 
do right but they are subject to 
many temptations and frailties. 
“You are just another illustra- 
tion of the dreadful harm people 
do who go about teaching people 
to be saved by good works and by 
instead of telling them 
penitent heart 


Even good people sin in 
this matter, teaching people that 
if they are saved they will feel 
a certain way, teaching people to 
‘pray through’ for salvation, teach- 
ing people that if they sin they 
have never been saved, or that 
they are lost again. All such teach- 
ing is contrary to the Bible and 
is from man and not from God. 
Poor, carnal-minded men love to 
go by their feelings and their good 
deeds instead of going by the bless- 
ed Word of God and depending on 
the price Jesus paid for sinners. 

“IT am sure you have wearied 
God many times by your foolish 
insistence on feeling a certain way. 
But He loves you and when you 
trusted Him the first time He 
Saved you and gave you everlast- 
ing life. Your sins were all put 


‘If we say 


simply 


‘He that 


And so 


you 


quit 


glad you 


but be- 


is enor- 


men 
brought. So in that little tent that 
night, after long instruction, five 
people came to know Christ and 
trust Him and claim Him openly. 
The story of the prodigal Son 
is one of the most moving and 
best loved stories in the Bible or 
in all literature. 

It is the story of the younger 
of two brothers. He was openly 
rebellious, 
father and home, going his own 
head-strong way, 


tro 
ing 
for 


of 
coll 


the 


the 


on 


by 


ed 


to 


“Then drew near 
hear 


This 
eateth with them’—Luke 15:1, 2 
*The two characters then repre- 
sent the openly confessed sinners 
who came to Christ for mercy 
and forgiveness on the one hand; 


ney into a far country... 
13). 
young heart. His face was sullen, 
yet 
thought 
have freedom. No longer would he 
have to come in to an early bed- 
time. No longer would he need 


need the Gospel 


Jesus 


breaking away from 
landing into 
ible that sin brings, then com- 
to his senses and coming home 
forgiveness. 


This parable is introduced, along 
with the two companion parables 


the lost sheep and 
1, by these words: 


the lost 
unto him all 
publicans and sinners for to 
him, And the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured, saying, 


man receiveth simners, and 


the other, the self-righteous 


Pharisees who claimed to need no 
new birth, felt no sense of sin and 
resented the Gospel of salvation 


grace for unworthy sinners. 


I. Away Into the Far Country 


Weeread that “.. 
days after the younger son gather- 


. not many 
all together, and took his jour- 
” (vs. 


Discontent was in the proud, 


his eyes gleamed with the 
that at last he would 


account for the companions he 


chose, nor the money he spent. 
Now he was on his own! No more 


(Continued on page 9) 
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EVANGELIST 
WILLIS, 405 Linden Circle, Hunt- 
ington, West Virginia, reports a 
good meeting in the First Evan- 
gelical 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, Rev. 
Miller Schmuck, pastor. 
the meeting held January 18-29, 
and in spite of record snows and 
freezing weather, the Lord gave 


GLORIOUS EXPERIENCES TESTIMONIES 
a". Facts asovr 


D L. Meed, 


Joun RB. Rice. DP, Lia.D 


This heart-moving pamphlet 
contains glorious experiences, 
testimonies, and facts about D. 
L. Moody, R: A. Torrey, J. Wil- 
bur Chapman, Charles H. Spur- 
geon, Charles G. Finney, Billy 
Sunday and many other great 
soul winners, showing what the 
fullness of the Spirit means and 
how to receive this power. One 
chapter from the large cloth- 
bound book, The Power of 
Pentecost, is also. included. 
Every personal worker should 
own a copy. It will enrich your 
service for Christ. 

25c each, 5 for $1, or 
30 for $5 


Sword of the Lord 
Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois 


nection with any person’s salva- 
tion; that is, nothing is said about 


|ber that all your doing cannot 


an emotional upheaval, that people 
felt better, or that they had some 
striking evidence that they were 
saved. Why do you need evidence 
that Jesus Christ is telling the 
truth? Can’t you believe what He 
said? He said, ‘Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.’ 
If you came to Him, He did not 
cast you out and you were born 
again. 

“T am glad you are trying to 
do right, but you should remem- 


earn a thing from God. Salvation 
‘is free and cannot be bought. He 
simply wants you to trust Him, to 
believe Him. | 

“IT send my little booklet, ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ Please 
read it carefully. I think you have 
already been saved but this per- 
haps will make it more certain to 
you. Then I will have sent from 
my office the booklet, ‘Safety, 
Certainty and Enjoyment,’ which 
has helped so many to full as- 
surance of salvation. 


“In the dear Saviour’s name, 
yours,” 


I will in no wise cast out.’ So I 
know that He accepted you when 
you came. 

“You say that you have called 
upon the Lord?and asked Him to 
save you. And Romans 10:13 says, 
‘For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of #he Lord shall be 
saved.’ So I know that Jesus saved 
you the first.:time you honestly 
asked Him to and trusted Him to. 

“He said, ‘He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life’ 
(John 3:36). You say you have 
trusted Him so you have ever- 
lasting life. - 

“I was glad to have your letter 
and I think you will understand 
what I mean when I say that you 
wearied. me with all your talk 
about feeling good, then you felt 
bad, then you felt good, then you 
felt bad. What does that matter? 
Where in the Bible does it say 
how you have to feel to be saved? 
Where in the Bible does it say 
that if you lose your good feeling, 
that proved that God lied and did 
not give you everlasting life? It 
is wrong and foolish to lay such 
stress on the emotions and feel- 
ings. One who honestly puts his 
trust in Christ is saved and that 


under the blood and your name 
was written down in Heaven, So 
the thing for you to dois to be 
content and rest pafiently in what 
God has done, feeling or no feel- 
ing. If you feel good, God still 
keeps His promise and you are 
saved. If you. feel bad, God still 
keeps His promise and you are 
saved, just so you honestly trust- 
ed your soul to His care and de- 
pended on Him to do what He 
offered to do. 

“Please read the enclosed book- 
let; ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ again carefully so you 
can have the Scriptures clearer in 
your mind. I will also send you 
the pamphlet, ‘Safety, Certainty 
and Enjoyment,’ which will be a 
great help in understanding salva- 
tion by grace alone, through faith. 

“In Jesus’ name, yours,” 

John R. Dice 


—The End— 


... the Evangelists 


(Continued from page 2) 


nard A. Nutting reports 8 first- 
time decisions, and 18 who came 
for assurance or rededication. He 


heartily recommends Brother 
Schunk for his sound Bible 
preaching. 
2 * + 
EVANGELIST BOB FAR- 


WELL, Box 7111, Akron, Ohio, 
held a four-day revival meeting at 
the Community Bible Chapel of 
Clinton, 
There were 4 rededications and 
many strengthened in the Lord. 
They have invited Brother Farwell 


Pennsylvania, recently. 


ck for another revival meeting 
March. 


* * * 


ARNOLD 


United Brethren Church, 


During 


converts, 6 decisions for full- 


time service, and a host of rededi- 
cations among Christians. 
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Friday, March 3, 1961 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Man Sent 


¢Continued from page 3) 


ward women to the house of God, 
where they may hear the Gospel 
and be saved as was this man 
and boy (his fourteen-year-old son 
was also saved that night).”’ How 
wonderfully the editor’s prayer 
has been answered! 


The third issue of THe Sworp 
OF THE LorD, October 12, 1934, 
told of the editor’s plans to preach 
in a south Dallas church the fol- 
lowing.—Sunday afternoon. He 
wrote, “When Brother Mangum 
came to invite me to the services, 
he brought good news. A man in 
south Dallas last week was read- 
ing THE SWORD OF THE LorD and 
as he read the article on “Race 
Track Gambling, Drunkenness and 
Lewdness at the Dallas Fair,” he 
was happily converted. Brother 
Mangum promises he will be pres- 
ent Sunday afternoon, the Lord 
willing. Praise the Lord for evi- 
dence of His favor upon this pa- 
per.” So you see, someone was 
converted from both of the first 
two issues of this paper. The of- 
fice has records of nearly one 
thousand others who have written 
in to say they have trusted Christ 


thrdugh some sermon in it. How 
many thousands of others have 
trusted Him through the clear 


evangelistic messages in this pub- 
lication, but have not written to 
say so, only God knows. Our 
Heavenly Father keeps the books 
and one glad morning editor and 
converts will rejoice together 
around the Throne of Grace in 
Glory. 

This paper, from its humble be- 
ginning, has grown to where it is 
now the largest independent, fun- 
damental, religious weekly in the 
world. Approximately one year 
after its ineeption it had reached 
a circulation which included sub- 
scribers in forty-one of the forty- 
eight states, Canada, Mexico,, Bra- 
zil and Norway. As I write these 
lines, the weekly circulation is in 
excess of a tenth of a million 
copies and it goes into every state 
of the union, plus about one hun- 
dred foreign countries. To give 
you some idea of its growth, I am 
reproducing the average print or- 
der from the first year through 
1956, including the yearly totals 
and the grand total. 


Year Average paid 
circulation per 
week 
1934 7,200 
1935 6,100 
1936 8,000 
1937 9,100 
1938 6,200 
1939 5,900 
1940 5,600 
1941 9,100 
1942 12,100 
1943 20,800 
1944 30,800 
1945 44,600 
1946 43,388 
1947 36,800 
1948 35,400 
1949 50,345 
1950 66,654 
1951 70,629 
1962 91,122 
1953 89,812 
1954 98°313 
1955 104,944 
1956 106,592 


An issue of. the paper in 1935 
announced they had just received 
their second class postage permit 
and were celebrating by offering 
subscriptions for twenty-five cents 
a year in clubs of four or more, 
new or renewal! The regular sub- 
scription price at that time was 
thirty-five cents a year! That is 
considerably less than the regular 
rate of $3 per year of today, or 
ever. the club rate of $2 per year, 
yet it is still the biggest value 
per dollar in the realm of re- 
ligious publications. 

Incidentally, it was on the tenth 
anniversary that THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp doubled its space from 
four to eight pages and made 
plans for great expansion, At pres- 
ent, it is twelve full pages in size 
and contains three or four full- 
length gospel messages every 
week. Each week there is at least 
one sermon by one of the greatest 
preachers of the past such as 
_~Charles Haddon Spurgeon, R. A. 
'- Torrey, D. L. Moody, Billy Sun- 
day, J. Wilbur Chapman, F. B. 
‘Meyer, A. T. Pierson, George W. 


- > tr aia ae ema 


From God 


Truett, Sam Jones, H. A. Ironside, 
W. B. Riley, or some other great- 
ly used evangelist, pastor or mis- 
sionary. In every issue is a full- 
length gospel sermon by one of 
the greatest preachers of the pres- 
ent such as Hyman Appelman, Joe 
Henry Hankins, Robert G. Lee, 
Bob Jones, Sr., Lee Roberson, Bob 
Shuler, Oswald J. Smith, Eddie 
Martin, Merv Rosell, Jack Shuler, 
William A. Criswell, and many 
others. 


Every issue contains at least 
one sermon addressed to the un- 
converted. Always there is at least 
one strong Bible message. The 
vital public issues of the day are 
forcibly and_  “scripturally dealt 
with and many ministers have 
learned to look to THE SworpD oF 
THE LORD when questions of con- 
troversy arise. Reports of out- 
standing revivals are presented 
regularly, missionary stories and 


Christian fiction are often fea- 
tured, as are weekly crossword 
puzzles, my own column of iil- 


lustrations and incidents, the edi- 
tor’s notes, and many timely an- 
swers to Bible questions of gen- 
eral interest. For several years 
THE SwWorD OF THE LORD has fea- 
tured various sermon contests in 
order to get the very finest pos- 
sible Bible preaching. Thousands 
of dollars have been awarded in 
prizes for the annual evangelistic 
sermon contest and for several 
contests on “Vital Public Issues.” 


In one of the old issues of the 
paper, November 10, 1939, I noted 
with interest a two-paragraph 
apology which I think is indicative 
of the humility of this man of 
God. The item was simply head- 
lined, “‘An Apology,” and said: 


Last week THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD mentioned the name of the 
editor on the front page. too 
many times. No one else has 
mentioned it, but the editor felt 
conscience-stricken that his 
name- should be put in head- 
lines so often, and begs the for- 
bearance of the readers. 

Many, many letters indicate 
that you who read THE SworpD 
OF THE LORD are concerned 
about the engagements and the 
ministry of the editor. Many 


Total per year, Grand 
including samples, total 
extras, etc. 
100,800 100,800 
317,200 418,000 
416,000 834,000 
473,200 1,307,200 
322,400 1,629,600 
306,800 1,936,400 
291,200 2,227,600 
473,200 2,700,800 
629,200 3,330,000 
1,081,600 4,411,600 
1,601,600 6,013,200 
2,319,200 8,322,400 
2,275,176 10,607 576 
1,913,600 12,521,176 
1,840,800 14,361,976 
2,617,978 16,979,954 
3,466,001 20,445,955 
3,672,690 24,118,645 
4,738,344 28,856,988 
4,764,500 33,621,488 
5,294,818 38,915,306 
5,663,475 44,579,781 
D,200,212 00,132,933 


letters ask me where I am go- 
ing and about results of re- 
vivals. Such interest seems t 
justify, announcements and 
brief reports about such ‘serv- 
ices. 


I looked up the previous issue 
and counted carefully, noting his 
name ten times. Once was on the 
masthead where he is listed as the 
editor of the paper, once it was 
to announce a new tract he had 
written and another time his name 
was given in the address where 
folks could write to receive the 
tract. The fourth reference sim- 
ply stated that one of his sermons 
was “a radio message of John R. 
Rice.” Three other places his 
name was mentioned only in let- 
ters reporting conversions. Two 
other times his name was men- 
tioned to announce services at 
the church for the next Sundcay 
and the other time was simply.to 
advertise his engagement in Chi- 
cago. Nothing about it was of a 
boastful nature whatsoever, yet 


he fet his name had been used 
too many times and he must 
apologize in print the following 
week, 

From the time of its very hum- 
ble beginning, publication of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD has been a 
faith proposition entirely depend- 
ent upon the mercy and goodness 
of God. Elsewhere we have re- 
lated the story of how he re- 
ceived in answer to prayer the 
check for $1,000 from millionaire 
industrialist R. G, LeTourneau, 
which helped save the paper. 

On another occasion he felt led 
to ask God for five thousand four- 
month trial subscriptions. They 
put big posters up on the wall 
in the office. as a continual re- 
minder of the goal, then prayed 
earnestly and daily for the sub- 
scriptions. He stated publicly in 
the paper that they were seek- 
ing five thousand subscriptions. 
They set a definite time for the 
campaign to close and when that 
time rolled around they discovered 
they had exactly the five thou- 
sand subscriptions. But some of 
the workers complained that since 
his secretary had _ given 
subscriptions herself, it 
of helping God out. They prayed 
again and the next day’s 
brought in_ subscriptions 
stragglers making the total 
thousand and thirty! Just as God 
first made the fleece wet for Gid- 


was sort 


eon, then the next morning made 
it dry, so God gave them five 
thousand subscriptions with the 


secretary's thirty, then five thou- 
sand without them. 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD has 
always been entirely dependent 
upon God for its existence and I 
say from experience as the former 


Associate Editor, now a Con- 
tributing Editor and member of 
the board of The Sword of the 


Lord Foundation, the paper would 
fold up tomorrow if God took His 
hand off from it! And I speak 
with just as much authority and 
just as emphatically when I say 
that Dr. Rice would want it to fail 
if and when God did take His 
hand off! THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
stands today as a miracle of God's 
grace. May it ever remain so until 
Jesus comes again! 

When Dr. Rice moved THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD headquarters 
from Dallas to Wheaton in 1940, 
the office work was done in his 
home. In 1945 a basement office 
was rented in the business section 
of Wheaton. In 1946 a large, two- 
story brick warehouse was pur- 
chased. and remodeled.. In 1952 
another two-story brick building, 
just a block from the warehouse 
and in the business section of the 
town, was purchased to take care 


istry in their lives. 
'give some testimonials of 


thirty | 


mail | 
from | 
five | 


of the growing work. Finally, in 
1955 the First’ Presbyterian 
Church property was purchased to 
provide location for future build- 
ing. | 

Perhaps I should say here that 
in 1947 the Sword of the Lord 
Foundation was incorporated un- 
der the laws of the State of Illi- 
nois as a non-profit organization. 
At that time Dr. Rice relinquished, 
without any remuneration what- 
soever, the property, paper, office 
equipment, book copyrights, etc. 
Neither he nor his family own any 
part of the Sword Foundation. 

This chapter would not be com- 
plete, I feel, without quoting some 
of the glowing letters received 
from all over the world giving 
grateful appreciation for its min- 
First, let me 
those 
who have been saved through its 
pages, 

An army sergeant 
Virginia wrote: 


stationed in 


I thank God for true Chris- 
trans who publish such a great 
paper. THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
is fourfold dear to me for it 
was through it that I turned to 
God and was gloriously saved. 
It means much to me to be able 


to read such true Gospel ex- 
plained so simple that anyone 
can understand. 

since accepting Christ as my 
Saviour I have dedicated my life 
to Him and plan to enter a re- 
ligious school this year to pre- 


pare for His service. 


A lady in North Carolina wrote 
to tell what results the paper, 
along with the What Must I Do 
to Be Saved? booklet, accom- 
plished in her family. She said: 


Your SWorD OF THE LorD has 
been a special blessing this year. 
When I first began taking it 
only my mother and I read it 
much. Then my three sisters 
took to reading it, too. My 
youngest sister, then unsaved, 
read your booklet, What Must 
I Do to Be Saved? and was 
saved a short time later. 

I started to tell you about 
this year’s blessing. My father, 
now 73, who says he was con- 
verted when a young man but 
became a backslider and has 
lived a long time out of fellow- 
ship with the Lord, has returned 
to the Lord and greatly enjoys 
your sermons ‘sw. At first he 
almost thought there was no 
hope for his restoration to the 
joys of salvation, but after read- 
ing your sermons and studying 
the Scripture references given, 
has been greatly comforted. He 


now reads his Bible every day 


and enjoys talking about the 
things of the Lord, which he 
didn't before. Please pray with 


me that my father may continue 
to grow in grace. 


A man who is now a 
Arkansas wrote: 


minister 


Twelve years after returning 
from the army my heart was 
filled with hate, my mind with 
infidel doubts and arguments, 
such as, “How do you know Je- 
sus is the Son of God?” “How 
do you know there is a God?” 
“How do you know that we are 
not the descendants of an ape?” 
which had come from one 6f 
Roy Chapman Andrews’ books. 

As a career I planned on get- 
ting rich writing murder fic- 
tion, which I had hoped would 
be taken over by some movie 
company. My infidelity brought 
no happiness, no assurance, and 
I was driven to thoughts of tak- 


ing my own life. But if there 
was life beyond the grave, I 
would be in Hell, so I was 
afraid .to take the chance of 
going to Hell. 

An aunt had loaned me a lot 
of old issues of THE Sworp. Il 
had read a lot of them, With 
nothing to do one night I de- 
cided to look over the book ad- 
vertisement, While lying in the 
bed about ten, my eye caught a 
catchy sermon entitled, “Why 
Half of the Preachers and 


and Church Members I Know 
Should Go to Hell for Twenty- 
Four Hours,” by Joe Hankins. 
I started reading it. I thought 
I was tough and hard boiled but 


was soon weeping like a baby 
as it seemed I was falling 
straight into Hell. I cried, “Je- 
sus, save me!” He did 

A few months later I 
surrendered to the ministry 
while helping my grandfather, 


went to church Sunday, told the 
pastor, and made it public. 
My doubts had vanished. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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ing spirttual satisfaction in 
T he Book of Life program— 
a truly rewarding vocation! 


including... 


Georgé S. Benson 
Charles W. Conn « W. A. Criswell 

V. Raymond Edman ¢ David Otis Fuller 
Mrs, Billy Graham ¢ Torrey M. Johnson 
Robert G, Lee « Harold Lindsell 
Norman S. Marshall « Leslie R. Marston 
Paul S. Rees « Roy L. Smith 

A. W. Tozer « Bert Webb 


John T. Benson PUBLISHING Co., 136-K-4th Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 
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your income... plus an opportunity 


to further the spiritual growth of 
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The challenge is everywhere... : 


about it. 


you can work full or part time... Many of the folk in Tur Boox or Lire 
organization are making from $8,000 to $12,000 yearly. Many more 


time earning $75 to $100 a week. 


this unique plan has no competition! 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 3, 1961 


Man Sent 


(Continued from page 5) 


er becoming a member of your 
book club my faith was 
strengthened by Dr. Rimmer’s 
book The Theory of Bvolution. 
Your book, Is Jesus God? helped 
me understand more about the 
deity of Christ. 


My whole life has been radi- 
cally changed from infidelity, im- 
morality and debauchery, by 
this one issue of THE Sworp, 
to hope, life and faith. 


Some time ago a friend in a 
small upstate New York com- 
munity had THE SWoRD OF THE 
Lorp sent to eighteen different 
homes where there were thirty- 
three people, not including chil- 
dren. Of that number she had 
classified them: one soldier who 
was a Christian, four carna] Chris- 
tians, one recent convert of two 


months, and twenty-seven “just 
plain sinners!” Out of _ these 
eighteen subscriptions, she later 


was able to report with rejoicing 


‘Daddy, you have 


me and Mommy 
yet!”’ 


Somewhere we read the story of 
the great sorrow and heartbreak of 
a great businessman. One evening, 
so greatly distressed, he cried out 
—more to himself than to the 
family in the room—‘I have suf- 
fered and endured great mental 
strain; now I have lost every- 
thing!” ‘Then the little daughter, 
evidently sympathizing with her 
father and taking things literally, 
said: “‘Daddy, you have me and 
Mommy yet!” What a rebuke! 


But again John R. Rice writes 
a wise word and one that has tre- 
mendous meaning when he says in 


God’s Cure for 


Anxious Care: 


“This matter of God’s presence 
with His people is not for the 
favored few, but for all. Every 
born-again child of God can know 
that God is with him and has 
promised ever to be with him, 
never to forsake him. On this mat- 
ter we are not to go by our feel- 
ings. God is with you when you 
feel His presence. But He is also 
with you when you do not feel His 
presence. God is with you when 
your heart is happy and your faith 
is high. He-is also with you when 
you are downtcast and discouraged 
and unbelieving.’ 

That is as fine a word as was 
ever uttered by the greatest saints 
both in the pulpit and out, ‘Thank 
God for His unspeakable gift! 
Thank God for His unfailing 
promises! ‘Thank God for His lift- 
ing power and guiding force in the 
hearts and lives of His people 
everywhere and at all times. Here 
it is: “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” Do you believe that? 

How many shut-ins or sickly 
people would be made happy by a 
copy of this great book of Chris- 
tian comfort. 


127 pages, nine wonderful chapters. A 
wonderful gift for only $2. 


Add 5% postage 


SWORD OF THE LORD 
Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois 


From God 


that seven had been saved, includ- 
ing her eighty-year-old grand- 
mother, five had been restored in- 
to fellowship with the Lord, two 
were very interested in God's plan 
of salvation and had been asking 
many questions, six had no recent 
contact with her so she did not 
know%the result, and seven were 
needing much prayer from the 
problem of the unequal yoke. 


A lady in Michigan wrote: 


One of my brothers to whom 
I- had THe Sworp sent has 
turned to Christ; he and his 
wife have already been bap- 
tized. 


From Newark, New Jersey, a 
lady wrote, saying in part: 


Someone sent me a subscrip- 
tion about two years ago and 
since then I have been saved. 
Your paper had a great deal 
to do with the greatest event 
in my life. Since that day and 
every day now I find blessings 
pues Web a ee 


From Michigan a lady wrote: 


I think it is the best Chris- 
tian periodical that one can get. 
I choose THE SworpD OF THE 
Lorp above all other magazines, 
it has such a soul-winning min- 
istry and lots of good reading 
for Christians. I get such a 
blessing out of reading any of 
those sermons. 


My daughter was saved 
through reading THE SWworRD OF 
THE LorD, so I can’t say and 
praise enough your wonderful 
paper ... but I feel so indebted 
to you for the rich blessings 
that I have received. 


A man in South Carolina wrote: 


I accepted Christ October 9, 
1953, soon after a friend gave 
me a Sworp to read. I found it 
so inspiring to my hungry soul 
that I subscribed for it. I 
couldn’t express in words the 
strength I have received from 
the Sworn. 


On one occasion THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp published a long list of 
those who had recently been con- 
verted through Sword literature. 
One brother wrote rejoicing over 
the report, saying: 


We are praising God today 
for a special reason. In THE 
SWORD OF THE “LORD you. pub- 
lished a list of names of those 
who were saved through read- 
ing Sword of the Lord litera- 
ture. My mother’s name was 
in that list... . I subscribed 
for THE Sworp to be sent to 
my mother and also sent her a 
copy of the little booklet, What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? and 
have been praying to that end 
for some time. Thank God, my 
prayer has, been answered! 
Thanks to THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD and the little booklet... 
please pray that my father will 
also be saved. 


A man in Canada wrote: 


I have never read a paper 
which preached against sin like 
THE Sworp; that is -the kind 
of preaching we need. I sent 
the paper to my uncle a little 
over a year ago; he was eighty- 
two years old and he accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. He was 
a railroad engineer, and drank 
and cursed; now he is so thank- 
ful that he is a Christian, He 
told me that he sent ten sub- 
scriptions to some of his friends. 
He doesn’t get out much as he 
is not too well, but getting THE 
SWORD strengthens him 
spiritually. So his conversion 
was a real joy to me. 


From Mississippi a young man 
wrote to tell how much he ap- 
preciated THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
with its sermons by great men 
of the past. After saying many 
kindly words about the paper, 
he added: 


About three or four years ago, 
while I was still unsaved, my 
uncle sent me a one-year sub- 
scription to your paper. Of 
course, I didn’t care anything 
about spiritual things then. But 
seeing this paper come in week 
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after week, I began to get 
curious to know what kind of 
a paper it was. So I read a few 
articles—I don’t recall the 
articles I read now—but a little 
while after that I began to feel 
burdened over my sin and after 
a while I read more of your 
paper. Finally my burden got 
so heavy I accepted Christ as 
my Saviour and now I can hard- 
ly wait each week to receive 
your wonderful Christian paper. 


A lady in Kansas wrote a letter 
to the Wheaton office saluting 
them as “Dear Friends,” then add- 
ed: 


For “friends” you are. First 
it is a “joy” (yes, and my duty) 
to write you for I was saved 
through “a sermon in THE 
Sworp. That sermon was called 
“History’s Horror Picture.” 

And since being saved THE 
Sworp keeps me fed on God's 
Word. I’m so happy to be able 
to go to THe Sworp and find 
out what is right and wrong— 
what will please Christ and 
what will not! 


A lady in Canada wrote to say: 


Along with my money for 
subscription to THE SworpD OF 
THE Lorp, I just want to say 
how I've enjoyed your Christian 
paper. I’ve been getting it now 
for four years or more and I 
would not want to be without 
it. It was the means of me find- 
ing Christ and I have never re- 
gretted a day of it since I let 
Him -come into my heart. My 
desire is just to live for Him 
from day to day. May God bless 
you and yours in your wonder- 
ful work. 


A man in California wrote: 


I do praise God and thank 
Him for the ministry of Dr. 
Rice and THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, for it was through this 
paper that I found Christ as 
my Saviour five years ago, 
while stationed in the army in 
Southampton, England ; 
Now I have the assurance of 
my eternal destiny and at pres- 
ent am attending the Bible In- 
stitue of Los Angeles preparing 
for full-time service for my 
Lord. 


In November, 1935, a lady liv- 
ing at Electra, Texas, _ paid 
twenty-five cents for a year’s sub- 
scription for a man in Alabama. 
When he got his first copy he read 
it and commented, “There is noth- 
ing to it. John R. Rice is nothing 
but a Holy Roller.” The second, 
third, fourth, fifth, and _ sixth 
copies came to him and he con- 
cluded that perhaps John R. Rice 
was a good man. The paper kept 
coming, he became more interest- 
ed; finally conviction came _ so 
heavy upon him that he repent- 
ed of his sins, trusted Christ, and 
was saved. The minister who be- 
came his pastor wrote the editor 
telling how he baptized him into 
the church and how the man 
grew so rapidly in spiritual things 
that within a year he had been 
made a deacon. The pastor de- 
scribed him as “now a devout 
Christian, a booster of THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD, and firm as a rock.” 

Another lady wrote to tell of a 
godless neighbor who lived on a 
farm near her for whom she felt 
led of the Holy Spirit to subscribe. 
Each week as she went by her 
friend’s house to take the eggs to 
town she saw the beloved Sworp 
OF THE LorD lying in the gutter 
by the mailbox where the indig- 
nant lady had thrown it. She felt 
surely her money had been wasted 
on that subscription, yet she re- 
mained instant in prayer about 


NCC Articles te 
Reprinted 


Reprints of the two articles on 
the National Council of Churches 
written by Dr. G. Archer Weniger 
are now available in an attractive 
32-page pamphlet. 

This pamphlet titled “Ecuwmeni- 
cal Folly—Modernism of National 
Council of Churches as shown by 
San Francisco General Assembly” 
is priced at 15c a single copy, 7 
for $1.00, 30 for $4.00 or $12 per 
100, Please add 5% for postage 
and handling. THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois. 


it. One day the lost woman be- 
came sick and those who came 
in to care for her did not know 
they were supposed to throw THE 
SworD OF THE LorpD in the gutter 
when they brought in the mail. 
One day, when the woman was on 
the road to recovery, she hap- 
pened to notice the paper on the 
stand beside her with the other 
mail. She picked up the paper, one 
of the sermon titles caught her 
eye, she read it, and God began 
to stir her heart. She read the 
entire paper through, then began 
looking forward eagerly for each 
succeeding issue, eventually com- 
ing to know Christ because of it. 


These are just illustrative ac- 


Kids 
Korner 


(Continued from page 3) 


“Be not deceived; God ‘is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7). If you have loafed 
along all year in school, don’t you 
dare pray, “God, help me to get 
an A in English.” But if you have 
done your best all year, then you 
can pray, “Lord, help me on this 
test to remember what I have 
learned. Help me to do well for 


; . 


your glory.” And He will. 


But sometimes too, ‘before you 
ask, He will answer.’ 


counts of how God-uses the paper 
in winning the lost to Himself. 
(Chapter 11 continued next week) 
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Germany 


La. 


Another quarter-million German Gospels are now being prepared for distribution 
in PTL’s spring campaign in the great city of Hamburg and among the 400,000 
men of West Germany’s armed forces. With tension rising again over Berlin thé 
need of Germany is urgent. Again the friends of PTL are urged to help keep the 
supply of Gospels and Testaments flowing as our teams open new fronts 
Operation Western Europe. 


49 HONECK ST. 


nrenarions ALFRED A. KUNZ Sc0865%. 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
A tribute te 


> 
rs Ce ROO" Pay Sy as es GREE TSS Bre st SS Bien aes Rin sore poten Ses RT 
» Dea eae ee ee a ra < ; “ hee 


sae 


“Highway safety history shows that non-drinking drivers are safer 
drivers—they have fewer accidents, less serious accidents. 

“You deserve the praises of all who ride the highways. Preferred 
Risk Mutual offers you a tribute in the form of better auto insurance 


protection at reduced cost.” 
WILLIAM N., PLYMAT 
President 
With Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance 
(for non-drinkers only) you get... 


23% MERIT RATE DISCOUNT— 
10% COMPACT-CAR DISCOUNT— 
25% SECOND-CAR DISCOUNT— 92.205°%4.c%ioif,2annye 0 «9 


AND — AT NO EXTRA COST 


*“Cancel-Protection”’ for all policyholders earning 25% Merit Discount. This ts 
our written assurance that your Liability protection can remain in force- 
regardless of unfortunate accident experience, 


first rons (5 years accident-free); or 
15% Discount (3 years accident-free) 


if you drive a compact car 
(in addition to Merit Discounts) 
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6000 GRAND AVENUE e DES MOINES, IOWA 


Please send me, without obligation, complete information on your automobile insurance for 
Total Abstainers. | am a total abstainer, have had no accidents the past 3 [_] or 5 [_] y's. 


(check one) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


- The Hole in the Wall 


(Continued from page 1) 


that came to Ezekiel, out of which 
he was to let the people know that 
judgment must begin at the house 
of God. In the abominations which 
he describes, the elders, the wom- 
en, and the priests—the preachers 
—are all involved. It was while 
he was in captivity in Babylon 
that the’ hand of the Lord was 
placed upon him and carried him 
away in vision to the temple at 
Jerusalem. 


Four scenes were then unveiled 
before the prophet’s eyes. First, 
he stood at the opening of the 
inner court and looking northward 
into the outer court he saw what 
God called “The Image of Jeal- 
ousy,” an idol usurping the wor- 
ship of Jehovah, who says of Him- 
self “I, the Lord thy God, am a 
jealous: God.” 


Ezekiel’s position was _ then 
changed, doubtless to the gate of 
the outer wall, and he says, “When 
I looked, behold a hole in the 
wall,” and at the word of the 
Lord he began to dig, for the hole 
was too small for him to pass 
through; “and ... behold a door” 
and entering through the door the 
prophet found himself in a large 
secret room within the Temple 
precincts, whose walls were paint- 
ed with every form of creeping 
things, and abominable beasts, and 
standing before them in the act 
of worship were the elders of Is- 
rae]! 

Brought back again from the 
secret chamber he stood at the 
northern entrance of the Temple 
precinct and saw a group of wom- 
en weeping, it says, for Tammuz, 
—the Greek Adonis, perhaps. You 
need only remember that the Lord 
called this also an “abomination” 
to know that the gross and li- 
centious must have been associ- 
ated with it. 


And then Ezekiel was brought 
into the very inner court of the 
Lord’s house, and there on that 
hallowed ground he saw _ the 
priests, the preachers themselves 
(about twenty-five of them) “with 
their backs toward the temple of 
the Lord, and their faces toward 
the east; and they worshipped the 
sun.” 


It is the second of these scenes 
and what was going on behind the 
“hole in the wall” that gives us 
the text we have used. The form 
of idolatry was doubtless Egyptian 
and it was conducted in secret 
because it involved political in- 
trigue against the reigning govern- 
ment of Babylon. But of it God 
said to Ezekiel, “Son of man, hast 
thou not seen what the ancients 
of Israel do in the dark, every 
man in the chambers of his imag- 
ery?” Each of the elders had such 
a chamber for himself. 


You know each soul is a temple, 
and every heart is an altar, and 
every child of God is a priest, and 
what strange fire is it that some- 
times is offered there. And what 
if God could see the kind of wor- 
ship that is going on, and the 
things upon which we have really 
set our hearts. These elders of 
the church, worshipping creeping 
things and quadrupeds in their 
hidden chamber behind the hole 
in the wall, knew themselves to be 
unobserved of men. And it is this 
fact—that our thoughts and sac- 
red doings are undisGovered to our 
friends and those about us—that 
plays no little part in giving char- 
acter to your hidden life and mine 
and making the chamber of imag- 
ery what Jit is. 

If you have read “Gold Foil,’ 
by J. G. Holland, you will remem- 
ber his Island of Imagination, He 
says: 


“Tt smiles in the sunlight and 
sleeps in the green; the waves 
of every ocean kiss its feet and 
the airs of every clime play up- 
on its trees; flowers bend idly 
to the fall of fountains and 
beautiful forms wreathe their 
white arms, calling for compan- 
ionship.” 


A maiden gently steers her 
canoe, drops anchor and disappears 
beneath the foliage and thinks 
she is all alone. Along another 
path there goes a matron. Next 
comes a lad and he is lost in 
the labyrinth of the bewitching 
charm and beauty. Up come yet 
two other canoes, one containing 
a young wife and the other her 
husband. Each disappears beneath 
the foliage, takes a different path 
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and knows nothing of each oth- 
ers presence. The girl would 
blush to tell her mother where she 
had been; the matron would want 
no one to know how she had spent 
the last hour, and the lad would 
protest his innocence. This hus- 
band would deny to his wife where 
he had spent his time, and the 
young wife’s heart would stand 
still if she thought her husband 
knew where she had been. And 
Holland said: 


“If God’s light could shine 
upon that crowded island and 
discover its secrets, what shame- 
ful things should we witness— 
fathers, mothers, maidens, men, 
children whom we had deemed 
as pure as snow flying with 
guilty eyes and white lips to 
hide themselves from their 
great disgrace.” 


But listen: God always sees, 
even though man may not. These 
elders in their hidden chamber did 
not seem to think that this is 
true. They said, “The Lord does 
not see us; He has forsaken the 
land.” But it is true. You may 
think to pull down the blind and 
close the shutter and keep all 
eyes out, but God sees, and Heav- 
en photographs everything . done, 
even though it be done in the 
dark. 


What about the chamber of 
imagery in that soul of yours 
which God has made to be His 
temple? Ezekiel, you know, had 
to dig through the wall to come 
upon the loathsome abominations 
he discovered; and so let us dig 
through just now—through the 
whitewashed wall of our self-love 
and our respectability and out- 
ward show—and see, in the light 
of God, what is there in the dark 
behind the walls of our flesh. 


The Sin of Unholy 
Imagination 

There is that unholy wmagina- 
tion, the slipping out to this en- 
chanted island we heard about a 
while ago, where, all unseen and 
undiscovered in the midst of its 
balmy breezes and_e£ sheltering 
shades, the subtle power of the 
mind creates and carries on its 
unholy work. 

A certain younger brother, a 
minister, by the way, told me not 
long ago of his own struggle in 
this respect. “It is hard,” he said, 
“to lead another into the sacred 
precincts of one’s own soul, but it 
is only with the thought and the 
hope that I might be helped by 
such a confession that I make 
mention to you of the thing that 
humiliates me and shames me, 
and has robbed me of the peace 
and the power that I know God 
would have me enjoy.” And then 
he told me of his susceptibility to 
every suggestion of impurity in 
print, on the canvas, or in living 
form. He had just come from a 


Victorious Life conference, and he 
said, “I would give the world, if 
it were mine, for an experience 
such as was declared to be pos- 


sible in the meeting this after- 
noon,” 
But, child of God, listen! Is 


it true that the life of such vic- 
tory is after all one great im- 
possibility? Is the whole thing a 
delusion? When God says, “Be ye 
holy as I am holy,” is it some 
ignis fatuus, some will-o’-the-wisp 
we are ever to pursue and never 
overtake? No, no; but there is 
such a thing as the “overcoming 
life.” Nor is it necessarily the 
outcome of fightings so fierce and 
so severe as to tear almost in piec- 
es the very soul of a man. 


There is such a thing as in- 
stant recoil from the unholy in 
thought as well as in action; and 
such a thing as a quick and sensi- 
tive delicacy that makes offensive 
the very conception of impurity 
in the heart, and sO makes the 
victory easy where otherwise it 
would be hard. And I am not en- 
couraging you to a forlorn hope 
when I say that the Holy Spirit 
of God can give to you and give 
to me a heart like that. Do you 
know that verse we sometimes 
sing: 


Give me a heart like Thine, 
By Thy wonderful power; 
By Thy Grace every hour 
Give me a heart like Thine. 


And a heart something like that 
God can effect in your life and 
mine. 


Is It Pride, Ambition, 
Jealousy, Rebellion? 

There are other things, but we 
cannot dwell upon them now 
pictures on the walls in the cham- 
ber of imagery. 

There i§ that subtlest of all sins 
—spiritual pride; and some of us 
are so controlled by it that we 
cannot preach—indeed we cannot 
pray—without thinking more of 
what other people think of our 
effort than of how Jesus is magni- 
fied, or whether our prayer is 
reaching the ears of God. 

There is the selfish ambition 
and the inordinate desire for self- 
preferment that leads us some- 
times to stoop in order to con- 
quer. : 

There jis that jealousy of a 
brother more successful than our- 
selves that has kept us from re- 


joicing in what God is doing 
through him. And that is an awful 
thing. 


There is the unkind and unfor- 
giving spirit when umbrage has 
been taken because of some of- 
fending brother. 

There is that bitterness in the 
heart toward God because of some 
disappointment, or some sorrow, 
or perhaps bereavement—the will 
of God for you, which you could 
not understand. 

There is that rebellious spirit 
because what seemed the will of 
God for you led by way of the 
altar and the cross, and you said, 


“No,” while all the time God had 
been saying, “Yes.” 

But why go further? It is things 
such as these in the chamber of 
imagery that God says are abomi- 
nations in His sight. And as mem- 
ory has been painting on the walls 
of this hidden chamber this after- 
noon, how many of us have been 
sitting here without the accusing 
finger of conscience pointing in 
our faces? And what shall we do 
about it all if, in the light of 
what we heard a while ago as to 
God’s will for us in these matters, 


‘we do not, first, here in the holy 


hush of this solemn spot, make 
high resolve that the days of de- 
feat shall now come to an end; 
and that henceforth, “Whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good re- 
port; if there be any virtue, if 
there be any praise,” we will think 
on these things until by the ex- 
pulsive power of purified affec- 
tions we shall know the old life 
no more. 

You know it is said of the little 
ermine that it will choose rather 
to die than to defile the pure 
white of its beautiful fur. And, 
as princes of God, as you and I 
in high honor have been called, I 
like to think of little Prince Louis 
XVII. During the bloody days of 
the Commune in Paris, the mob, 
aroused to a spirit of hellish re- 
venge, broke into the palace, 
seized King Louis XVI and his 
beautiful queen, Marie Antoinette, 
dragged them to the scaffold in 
what is known as the Place de la 
Revolution, where the relentless 
knife of the guillotine finished the 
diabolical work conceived in their 
hearts. 


Back to the palace they rushed 
and seized the little prince who 
was heir to the throne. “To the 
guillotine with the Dauphin; to 
the block with the Prince,” cried 
the mob infuriate. Just then one, 
more diabolical than the others, 
pushed the leaders back and 
shouted, above the clamoring voic- 
es, “No, don’t kill the little Dau- 
phin and send him to Heaven. 
Let us fit him for Hell. Take him 
over to vile ‘Old Meg,’ and let 
her curse and damn his life. Let 
her feed him with garbage, and 
clothe him with rags, and teach 
him to lie and steal and swear.” 
And they took him over, and we 
are told that the vile old wretch 
took off his purple robes and made 
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will not do it; I dare not do it, 
for I was born to be a king, and@ 


‘I will not defile myself.”’ 


Born to be a king! “Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father.” How 
then dare we let any unholy pas- 
sion defile our souls? How dare 
we let the vile and unclean poison 
our minds, corrupt our hearts and 
besmirch our lives? Born to be 
a king! 


God’s Power Can Cleanse the, 
Heart in Secret 


But high resolve is not enough. 
We need power. We need cleans- 
ing. We need to pray the prayer 
of David, “Cleanse thou me from, 
secret faults”; for, when cleansing: 
comes, power always comes with 
it. And what the Lord did for 
poor David, and what He did for 
poor Peter, He will do for poor 
you and me. 


The story is told of the untuned 
harp covered up with a curtain 
in the palace of a prince because 
it was harsh and shrill and ut- 
tered only the most painful dis- 
cord, and no one could be found 
to tune it. But years passed by 
and one day there came into the 
castle, as a guest, an old man who, 
surprised the prince by asking: 
why the harp was covered, and 
when the reason was given, he 
said, “May I try to tune it?” 


And the curtain was draw» 
back. The old man examined the. 
instrument keenly and handled it 
fondly, as if it were a little child, 
For more than an hour he worked 
away and then asked the prince 
to assemble the family, for he felt 
sure that the harp was itself once, 
more, And such music; such en- 
thralling harmonies they had nev- 
er dreamed could live in a music- 
al instrument of any kind. Whem 
the prince could compose himself 


he said, “Sir, how does it come 
that when all other musicians, 
have failed*in tuning the harp; 
you have succeeded so wonder- 


fully?” And the old man, reply- 
ing, said, “It is all very simple; 
I made the harp.” 

I wonder if your life or mine is 
like that today—a life that is all 
out of tune. Do you know any- 
thing about a voice that screech- 
es, that is harsh and ugly because 
the heart is out of tune? Perhaps 
that life and that voice is your. 
own. But we must not think that 
it is ruined and hopeless beyondi 


him go in rags. She gave him|repzir. There is One who can tune, 
garbage like swine instead of the| it. There is One who can touch 
food of the king’s table. She threw | with the finger of redeeming love, 
unholy companions about him, and | and infinite power the discordant 
tried to train his lips to rotten,|strings of our hearts and bring 
unclean words, his mind to im-|them al] into harmony with the 
pure thoughts and his heart to| will of Heaven. Who can it be 
devilish deeds. The little fellow| but the One who made it? And 
suffered to the limits of his en-|if you will turn that poor un- 
durance, but sometimes they|tuned and disappointing life of 
would go too far, and the voice of | yours over to Him, all Heaven wilh 


God in his little soul would rise 
up against them, and he would 
draw himself up, shake his curly 
head, clinch his dimpled fist, 
stamp his little foot and cry, “I 


be thrilled with the answering 
notes when He has had His way 
with the instrument, 

May God help us to 
thing just now! 


do that 
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Peter Goes Fishing 


(Continued from page 1) 


discouragement, Peter said, “I go 
a fishing.” 

Many have said the same and 
done likewise. They have come in- 
to contact with Christ. They have 
left much for the Master. They 
have loved Him like Peter, and 
lived with Him. Then they have 
failed and fallen and in deep dis- 
couragement have said, “I go a 
fishing.” They have given up and 
gone back. Like God’s ancient peo- 
ple, they have hungered for the 
fleshpots of Egypt. They put their 
hand to the plough and got wear- 
ied with the length and the rug- 
ged walking of the ploughed field 
and looked back and finally went 
back. 


This is the thing that saddens 
many a true pastor’s heart and 
weakens his hands and makes him 
wonder if it is worth while. He 
sees someone in whom he placed 
the highest hope. They named the 
Name and ran true for a while; 
then the cooling came, and the 
contamination, and ultimately the 
collapse. They went back to the 
old things and the old ways. With 
Peter they said, “I go a fishing.” 

The Master saw the dust of the 
retreating crowd that had hung 
on His lips. When the dust died 
down they were gone. He anxious- 
ly, inquiringly turned to the faith- 
ful few of the inner circle and 
said with questioning, tender 
tones, “Will ye also go away?” 

See Paul, the mighty apostle, 
shivering with cold in a. Roman 
prison. He is writing to Timothy 
and requests that when next Tim- 
othy comes he might bring his 
cloak, for the Roman dungeon is 
dark and damp. He says, “Tim- 
othy, come and see me soon for 
Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present age, and has 
departed into Thessalonica.” De- 
mas has gone fishing. He has 
turned his back upon his Lord and 
upon his father in the faith. He 
has turned from faithful follow- 
ing to filth and infidelity. There 
is sadness and appeal and down- 
right disappointment in the lan- 
guage of the Apostle as he tells 
of the backsliding Demas. 


Oh, how many like these of old 
havé'jost their strength and song! 
Criticism has taken the place of 
carols; sighing has displaced the 
song. A garden overrun with 
Weeds, a church in ruins, a harp 
without strings, a physical giant 
fallen and palsied—all these are 
sad sights; but the saddest sight 
of all is that of a Christian who 
once walked with the King and 
now walks with the rebel and 
the rabble crowd. 


What are Some of the Reasons 
for This Condition? 
Sometimes it is a misconcep- 
tion of what it means to fol- 
low the Master. 


Many forget that to be a real 
Christian is not a soft snap but 
a stern struggle. Peter and the 
othérs were slow to see that fol- 
lowing Christ does not mean 
worldly power and_ prosperity. 
They were thinking of a crown 
while He talked of the cross. They 
were thinking of swords while He 
thought of the bloody sweat. 


When the howling mob appeared, 
and. the treacherous Judas and the 
flaming torches and Pilate’s hall 
loomed large, they all forsook Him 
and fled. 


I am afraid many modern fol- 
lowers have misconstrued what 
following the Master means. It 
is not acclaim but a cross. Christ 
said, “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.” 
The Christian life is not a per- 
fumed, rose-petaled pathway but 
a rugged road. It is not a pink 
tea but a blood-red battle. It isn’t 
just looking sweet and singing 
songs and “sailing the wild seas 
| no more.” Many have been fright- 
ened and fled when the dark- 
some storm clouds gathered. 


If | find Him, if | follow, 
What my guerdon here? 
Many a labor, many a sorrow, 
Many a tear. 


| Others have failed to follow be- 
| cause they have misappropriated 
| the means of grace, They have 
|forgotten that Christ must be 
|cultivated in the Christian life. 

When the Bible is not opened, and 
| prayer is neglected, and the testi- 
|mony is stifled, and the believer 
absents himself or herself from 
the house of God, coldness creeps 
in and backsliding is begun. 


Resisting prayer, we cease fo fight, 

Prayer keeps the Christian's armor bright; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his knees. 


They Went Fishing 
It was Peter who said, “I go a 
fishing,” but he didn’t go alone. 


Immediately the others an- 
swered, “We also go with thee.” 
You never backslide alone. If 


you cool off in the Christian ar- 
dor, it will not be long before an- 
other will catch the draught from 
you and get spiritually sick. If 
we only half appreciated the pow- 
er of human influence and our 
sway in other lives, we would be 
more careful of the way we live. 
If you hang your harp on the wil- 
lows and start sighing and sob- 
bing, you will soon have others 
sighing and sobbing in sympathy. 
“We also go with thee.” If some- 
one who reads this has slipped, 
I ask you to see the damaging ef- 
fect your declension is having on 
another. If a backslider reads 
this, remember too, that if you 
return to the Lord, someone will 
come back with you. When Nao- 
mi came home from the far coun- 
try in the hour of her need, Ruth 
came with her. 


There's no time for idle scorning 
While the days are going by; 
Let your face be like the morning, 
While the days are going by. 

Oh, the world is full of sighs, 
Full of sad and weeping eyes; 

Help your fallen brother rise 
While the days are going by. 


What Was the Result of Their 
Fishing Trip? 
Did Peter and the others gain 
when they went back? 


“That night they caught noth- 
ing.” 

They knew that lake better 
than any others. They were ac- 
quainted with every eddy and ev- 
ery sand bar. They were entirely 
familiar with the habits of the 
fish. They were experienced, but 
they caught nothing. 

My Christian friend, if you go 
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back to the old life; if you say, 
“Il go a fishing,” all you'll ever 
catch will be a cold. 


If you are a child of God, 
what has the old life to offer? 
The old life is like a desert mi- 
rage. It isn’t what it appears to 
be. Distance lends enchantment 
to the view. Distant fields look 
green. Shall we leave God’s grace 
for the garbage of the gutter? 
Shall we leave God’s green pas- 
tures for the gray sands of the 
desert? 


Judge in thyself, 0 Christian, is it meet, 

That thou shouldst set thy heart 

Where beasts do set their feet? 

It is hyperbole if thou be told 

You dig for dross with mattocks made of 
gold. 

The eagle scorns to come down from on 
high, 

The proverb says, to pounce upon a fly; 

And shall the Christian leave the face of 
God, 


To embrace the earth and dote upon its sod? 


The Ministry of the Master 


He went after them. 

He did not leave them alone in 
the fishing. That is the greatness 
of grace. Even when we turn our 
back upon Him, He loves us still. 
“He gbideth faithful: he cannot 
deny himself.” 

Francis ‘Thompson, in his poem, 
“The Hound of Heaven,” sets 
forth this truth of the Lord fol- 
lowing us, coming after us even 
when we have turned and run 
from Him. The hymp writer has 
also set it forth: 


Can a mother’s tender care, 
Cease towards the child she bare? 
Yes! she may forgetful be, 

Yet will | remember thee. 

Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above; 
Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as death. 


The disciples who had _ gone 
back to the old pursuits found 
that the loving Christ clung to 
them still. He came in the gray 
of the dawn on the sands of the 
sea and Peter and the rest soon 
found food and fellowship through 
Him. With the very hands they 
had seen nailed to the tree, He 
had made a breakfast for them. 
They couldn’t catch fish but He 
had caught fish for their break- 
fast. What friendship and what 
faithfulness that was! He fed 
them there! 


If a slipping saint is reading 
this, I beg of you to return to 
Christ and discover that He alone 
can satisfy every longing of your 
soul. 


All that we want is in Jesus; 

He satisfies, joy He supplies. 

Life would be worthless without Him 
All things in Jesus we find. 


I see Peter hanging back, hold- 
ing himself aloof. Shame makes 
him afraid. He remembers his 
cruel cursing and definite denials. 
He was the one who suggested go- 
ing back, and the rest followed. He 
was the ringleader. Christ draws 
near and walks with Peter alone. 
What love and kindness! Togeth- 
er, walk the Son of God and the 
distant disciple. As they walk, the 
Master lovingly and quietly says, 
“Peter, do you love me?” Three 
times Peter had denied the Mas- 
ter and three times the Master 
asks the question, “Do you love 
me?” The erring one must come 
back all the way. With the con- 
fession comes the commission, 
“Feed my sheep!” “Feed my 
lambs.” There must be a demon- 
stration of devotion. Words will 
not suffice to show our sorrow. 
Works must go hand-in-hand with 
words. 

Christ, perhaps, stands on the 
Shoreline of your life today. He 
has followed you all the way down 
through the cold and careless 
days. He waits to meet and minis- 
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Editor's Notes 
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have announced that they are 
ready to reconsider the verbal in- 
spiration of the Bible; some have 
forsaken the fundamentalist’s 
position that the Bible is literally 
true in its account of creation, 
of the flood, in its genealogies, 
etc. Some are teaching what 
amounts to theistic evolution. It 
has become popular with these 
followers of Dr. Billy Graham and 
Dr. Harold Ockenga and Dr. Car- 
nell to sneer at fundamentalists. 


One of the sad lapses among 
some new evangelicals is that they 
have forsaken the old-time posi- 
tion of the imminency of Christ’s 
coming, that is, that He may 
come at any moment, arm teach 
that the rapture will be after 
the Great Tribulation. 


Evangelist John Linton has pre- 
pared a scholarly series of articles, 
scriptural, logical, kindly, and ab- 
solutely convincing, showing that 
the church will not go through the 
Great Tribulation. God willing, 
these series of remarkable articles 
start in THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Rev. Jack Hyles, dynamic pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church 
in Hammond, Indiana, and Dr. 
Noel Smith, editor of the Baptist 
Bible Tribune, will be featured 
speakers, Other speakers include 
Walt Handford, assistant editor of 
THE Sworp; F. R. Bingham, pastor 
Jordan Baptist Church of Chicago, 
and the host pastor, W. H. 
Spencer. 


All pastors will especially profit 
from hearing Jack Hyles speak 
on soul winning and “How to 
Build a Great Sunday School.” 


The meetings begin at 2:00 p.m. 
Monday and continue’ through 
Tuesday night, March 28. All pas- 
tors in the general area are 
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daily schedule and for accom- 
modations. Address Dr. Henry 
Spencer, Box 217, Jacksonville, 
Illinois. 


ter with meat again. After He 
has fed you and you are strong 
once more, He will send you out 
to feed others. If there is famine 
in your soul, let the Lord feed 
you now. Tell Him again that you 
love Him. 

Cords that were broken will vi- 
brate once more. 

David said, “He restoreth my 
soul.” The wonder of the Gospel 
is its recoverability. “Return unto 
thy rest, O my soul.” 


Oh, for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame; 

A light to shine upon the road 
That lecds me to the Lamb! 


Where is the blessedness | knew 
When first | saw the Lord: 

Where is the soul-refreshing view 
Of Jesus and His Word? 


What peaceful hours | once enjoyed— 
How sweet their memory still! 

But they have left an aching void 
The world can never fill. 


The dearest idol | have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 

Help me to tear it from Thy thone, 
And worship only thee. 


So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame; 

So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 


—The End— 
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The Far Country .. . 


(Continued from page 4) 


the restraint of the father. No 
more would anybody pry into his 
business! Now he would do as he 
pleased. He was a grown man; 
he knew what he wanted; he had 
sense enough to get it, he thought. 
So the boy gathered his stuff to- 
gether and triumphantly went 
away from the brokenhearted fa- 
ther, away from the old home and 
to the far-off country, with the 
glittering lights, with the siren 
women, with the hint of easy 
money and fast living. The wild 
boy went away from home. 

Oh, that poor, wayward boy was 
not the first one to go away from 
home and away from God. The 
whole human race is wrapped up 
in the wild, rebellious heart of 
that prodigal boy. 


1. Adam and Eve, the First 
to Go Away From God 


Back in the Garden of Eden, 
Adam and Eve had plenty, even 
more than the wild prodigal boy 
had back home with the father. 
God came and walked in the gar- 
den every day. There had never 
been a drop of blood shed in the 
world as far as we know. There 
had never been pain. Eve had 
never shed a tear. Adam had never 
been vexed or tired. There had 
never been a headache, never a 
bad word or an unhappy thought. 
Adam and Eve were at home with 


| 


God in the Garden of Eden, but 


the tempter came in. 

Speaking through the wily ser- 
pent, Satan began to leave an im- 
pression that God was too hard 
on Adam and Eve. “Won't God 
let you eat of this tree of for- 
bidden fruit?” Satan asked. “That 
is a very unreasonable thing. That 
fruit would make you wise like 
God.” 

“No,” said Eve. “God said we 
are not to eat of it, we are not 
even to touch it, lest we die.” I 
think Eve added to God's com- 
mand there. There is the seed of 
rebellion sown, 

But Satan continued the argu- 
ment very persuasively, “I will 
tell you why God doesn’t. want 
you to eat of that fruit. God 
knows that when you eat of it 
you will be wise like God. And 
He wants to keep you ignorant 
and keep you under.” 

Eve. looked at.the fruit. It look- 
ed good for food, looked like ex- 
actly the kind of fruit that would 
make a woman wise! And so she 
ate of it. Then Adam ate of it 
also. 

Here. the first two. prodigals 
went away from the heavenly 
home, went away from the Father, 
the Heavenly Father. Here rebel- 
lion reared its head first in the 
human race. And when Adam and 
Eve sinned, the whole human race 
became accursed, tainted, a fallen 
race. So the Scripture says, 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned”’ 
(Rom. 5:12). 

Adam and Eve went into the 
far country. They, too, wasted 
their substance, their lives, their 
energy, their health; wasted their 
time; wasted their hopes and 
dreams and loves and fears and 
ambitions on a wicked, besotted 
world of sin. They found heart- 
ache, sweat and tears. They found 
one son had killed another. They 
had begotten a murderer. They 
found a world that began to be 
full of quarreling and hate and 
crime and blasphemy and idolatry! 
‘Oh, Adam and Eve went into the 
‘far country, and carried the whole 
human race away from God and 
into the hog pen of defeat and 
filth and sin alienation. . 


2. The Rejection and Cruci- 
fixion of Christ Proved 
the Whole Race Is Gone 
Away From God 


+» When. Jesus’ Christ; came it 
is not surprising that among this 
rebellious race “there was no room 
for them in the inn.” {t was not 
surprising that Jesus called sadly 
to the multitude, “Arid ye will 
not come to me, that ye might 
have life’ (John 5:40). It is not 
surprising that the mocking crowd 
chose Barabbas instead of Jesus, 
that some spit in His face, others 
laughed at Him on the cross and 
said, “If thou be the Son of God, 
come down from the cross... and 
we will believe you!” (Matt. 27:40, 
42). It is not surprising that they 
killed the Lord Jesus. You see, 


the rebellious heart of the prodi- 
gal, unwilling to have any re- 
straint, unwilling to submit to 
authority, unwilling to give up sin, 
is the heart of the whole human 
race, as it was the heart of the 
prodigal. 


3. The Heathen Races of 
the World Became Such 
When They Went Away 
Deliberately From God 

There is a sad story in the 

Bible, the same story in Genesis, 
chapter 11, and in Romans, chap- 
ter 1. We learn that the whole 
earth was peopled by the descend- 
ants of Shem, Ham and Japheth, 
the three sons of Noah. All these 
lived through the flood. They saw 
the deliverance of God. They 
heard the great preaching of their 
Spirit-filled and righteous father, 
Noah. And they no doubt gathered 
around the smoking altar when 
Noah, after the flood, offered his 
sacrifices. But the race that came 
from the loins of Noah’s sons was 
a part of the same accursed race 
which came from Adam. 


And now they began to get 
along without God. They would 
build a great tower of Babel that 
would reach to Heaven. And we 
have the sad story of the con- 
fusion of their languages, and the 
scattering of the people over the 
face “of the earth, then the turn- 
ing of all the race to heathendom, 
idolatry, wickedness, and _ the 
dark night of forgetting God. 


Romans, chapter 1, tells about 
it. Since they did not like to re- 
tain God in their knowledge, God 
turned these people over to their 
own lusts, and to all manner of 
evil. God turned them over to a 
reprobate mind (24, 26, 28). They 
knew about God but they were 
not thankful. They knew God but 
they did not seek Him. They knew 
about God, they had all the civili- 
zation of Noah and of _ those 
mighty men before the flood, but 
they did not honor God. They 
chose to worship the creature, 
animals, instead of God. They 
made them idols instead of wor- 
shiping God. They chose to wor- 
ship sun and stars and bulls and 
crocodiles and evil spirits and 
devils instead of the true God. 


And so the race turned to sin 
and to heathen darkness. Every 
race has some tradition, some 
faint cryable memory of the flood 
and of the time men knew God, 
but they themselves went into 
heathen darkness. 

I preached on “The Prodigal 
Son” in Bombay, India, and there 
faced me» many Mohammedans, 
Hindus, Parsis, Buddhists, as well 
as nominal Christians. The Parsis 
are fire worshipers. The Hindus 
have literally hundreds of thou- 
sands of gods. Some of those who 
sat before me believed that souls 
were reincarnated in insects and 
animals for thousands of genera- 
tions. Some of them took great 
pains never to kill an_ insect, 
thinking they might be killing 
some of their ancestors. And I 
told these people the origin of all 
heathen religions. It was when, 
after the flood, a wicked race went 
away from God, as the prodigal 
son left his father and went into 
the far country. The heathen re- 
ligions, like other manifestations 
of the human mind and human 
reason and human self-will and 
self-righteousness, are all simply 
reminders that the race has gone 
into the far country, away from 
God. 


4. What Did Going Into the 
Far Country Mean to 
This Wild Young Man? 


Think with me about the wick- 
edness of this boy who went away 
from home. He left home, first 
of all, because he did not want 
to be subject to the rule of his 
father. He wanted his own way. 
He was a rebel. He was lawless. 
He had in him what makes every 
delinquent child, what makes 
every criminal, what makes every 
Christ-rejector. That is, he was 
determined to have his own way. 

Note the ingratitude of this 
thoughtless, selfish boy. The fa- 
adher had worked, we will suppose, 
thirty years to lay by property 
and good things for his sons. Now 
one of the lads takes what is 
saved for him, won with toil, 
sweat, scheming, sleepless nights, 
hot summer days and frosty win- 
ters. He takes it with no thought 


of gratitude. There is no evidence 


that he thanks the father or that 
he felt any obligation for all these 
good things given him freely. 

Is that not like every poor sin- 
ner in the world? God lets His sun 
shine on the unjust and unthank- 
ful. God sends the rain on the 
wicked as well as the just. God 
gives a beautiful wife, and strong, 
healthy, intelligent children to 
many a poor sinner who has no 
thought for God. God gives skill, 
a good’ job, a good home, friends, 
promotion, and the good things of 
this life to many a poor sinner 
who never thanks Him. Many a 
wicked sinner never bows his head 
at the table to be grateful for the 
food he eats. Many a poor sinner 
sleeps On an easy and expensive 
mattress and rises without a 
thought of gratitude for the rest 
that is given him of God, During 
the night God kept his heart beat- 
ing. God kept his breath coming. 
The normal processes of his body 
are sustained by the Saviour, for 
the Scripture says, . All 
things were created by him... 
and by him all things consist” 
(Col, 1:16, 17). Jesus Christ is not 
only the creator but the sustainer 
of all this universe of His. He 
keeps the planets in their orbits, 
makes the seasons follow in order- 
ly procession; keeps every heart 
beating which stays alive. And 
poor sinners, poor and wicked in- 
grates, never once say “Thank 
you” to God. So they are like this 
prodigal son. 


This boy did not even want to 
be near his dad. That is strange 
but sad. In Cooke County, Texas, 
a fine old Christian man _ took 
me out to his farm lot and said, 
“Brother Pastor, I want you to 
pray for my boy, my eldest son.” 


“Where is the boy?” 


The man put his arms upon a 
rail fence and laid his face down 
on his arms and wept. Sobbing he 
said, “I do not know. He left home 
years ago. We have never had a 
Jetter, never a card, never a 
word,” 


I do not know why a boy would 
scorn the love and care of a moth- 
er and father. That is wicked. But 
how much more wicked when men 
do not want God near! They do 
not read the Bible because they 
are not interested in God. They 
do not pray because they. do not 
want contact with God. They do 
not go with Spirit-filled Christian 
people because they do not want 
to talk about God. 


Many, many times rebellious 
sinners have insisted that I not 
even speak to them about God 
and the Bible, Christ and salva- 
tion! No wonder God says in Rom- 
ans 1:28, “They did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge.” 
No wonder God withdraws Him- 
self from such sinners and lets 
them harden their hearts and go 
their wicked ways to ruin, to dis- 
grace, to frustration, and to the 
hog pen, which is the end of the 
line for sin. 

This boy wanted no rebuke from 
his father. He wanted no implied 
criticism. He did not even want 
to see the godly life of his father 
which would be a rebuke in con- 
trast to his own. And that is the 
way wicked sinners feel. They long 
to go on in sin, so they do nat 
want to have God in their mind 
and thoughts. 7 

At Minneapolis, Minnesota, I 
sat at the breakfast table in a 
home where the mother had tried 
to get her eight-year-old son to 
eat his food and to behave nicely 
at the table. He screamed at his 
mother, “I hate you!” 

I told the boy that God said, 
“He that smiteth his mother and 
he that curseth his father or moth- 
er should be put to death.” That 
was the way God. felt about a 
boy’s rebellious attitude toward 
his mother. 

Turning to me, this eight-year- 
old hotly said, “I don’t want to 
hear about that!” 

And so sinners go away from 
God because they do not want 
to hear the Gospel. They do not 
want their sin reproved; do not 
want to talk of heavenly things. 
They are blinded in sin. 

So every poor; lost sinner who 
does not come to Jesus goes into 
the far country, away from God. 


II, Pleasure and Sin and Want 
in the Far Country 

Oh, I have no doubt the wild, 
prodigal boy seemed to have a 
good time at first, in the far coun- 
try. He had no restraints. If he 
wished he could get in from his 
wild revels at four o’clock in the 


+4 


morning. He could sleep till noon, 
with nobody to call him or shame 
him, no one to give him orders, 
no one to plead with him. 


He had plenty of money, so he 
had plenty of friends for the mo- 
ment. A man who has money to 
spend will find plenty of people 
to help him spend it. Any man 
who has a fine, expensive car can 
find some woman to ride with him. 
Any man who can pay for the 
drinks will find drunken fools to 
drink with him. And so the boy 
had plenty of that kind of friends. 
So it goes with the pleasures of 
this world, 

We had just as well face the 
fact that all the pleasures of this 
world end in heartache. All Sa- 
tan’s apples have worms. All Sa- 
tan’s pleasures turn out bitter. 
The cup of joy which one seems to 
drink so gladly*has at the bottom 
bitterness and gall. And so the 
boy came at last to the end of 
his means. His money was gone 
and friends, too. 


1. “And When He Had 
Spent All... He Began to 
Be in Want” 

So Luke 15:14 says. 

A famine came in the far coun- 
try. It always does. Sooner or 
later famine waits for the sinner. 
Dear lost friend, if you have not 
come to the famine yet, you will 
if you go on that road of Christ- 
rejection. 


The boy wasted his living entire- 
ly. He had a fine time. But after 
a while, it may well be that his 
whoremongering life left him with 
a disease. It may be that when 
his money was gone, he had no 
more sweethearts to love him. It 
may well be that when he went 
to friends to borrow a little money 
to tide him over until he could 


make more by gambling, they 
hastily left him with an excuse, 
Oh, the friends of the world do 
not stand by the sinner! 

In a Prescott country church 
near Decatur, Texas, I was preach- 
ing on the story of the crucifixion 


and how Judas betrayed Jesus and 
sold Him for thirty pieces of sil- 
ver. I remiunded the congregation 
of how Judas brought the money 
back, burning with shame and a 
guilty conscience, and pleaded that 
they undo the bargain, that they 
release Jesus and take the money 


back. The chief priest refused. 
Judas said, “I have betrayed the 
innocent blood.’ He had betrayed 
the only innocent blood this world 
ever saw; now in shocked amaze- 
ment, in heartsick mortification, 


he lamented his sin. He did not 
repent. A godly repentance would 
turn him to Christ for salvation, 
but his heart had gone too long 
for that. But he was ashamed 
that he dropped to such depth of 
sin, He wished he could undo it. 


The heartless chief priest said 
(Continued on page 10) 
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How ‘“‘The Power of Pentecost” 
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it? Not how many pages, not how lovely a binding, but WILL 
IT REALLY WORK IN MY LIFE? 


A housewife doesn’t buy a new stove because its gleam- 
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a man buy a new automobile because the seatcovers are a 
brilliant plaid. What he’s most concerned about is, WILL 


IT WORK? 


Take this book, The Power of Pentecost. We can tell you 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 3, 1961 


Searching the Scriptures 


for the Saviour 


By Elizabeth Rice Handford 


Leviticus 4 
The Ministry of the High Priest 


There is a wonderfully strange paradox in the high priest who 
is a type of the Lord Jesus. We learn more about Jesus in His con- 
trasts to the earthly high priest, than in his similarities. The high 
priest was the intercessor between God and man. Once a year he went 
into the Holy of Holies, into God's presence, to sprinkle the blood on 
the mercy seat for the sins of the people. Exodus 28 tells us the re- 


quirements made of him. 


However, in Hebrews we find the many ways in which Jesus was 
better than Aaron and his sons. Like them, He was a man (Heb. 5:5) 
so He could understand our temptations. He was ordained by God 
(Heb. 5:4). But unlike them, He was of the tribe of Judah, not Levi 
(Heb. 7:14). Whereas the priests had to make a new sacrifice year 
after year, Jesus made only one—His own death, for the sins of the 
world (Heb: 9:25-28). Unlike them, Jesus lives forever, to make inter- 
cession for us (Heb. 7:23-25). A thorough study of Hebrews chapters 


four through ten will greatly enlighten these Old Testament passages 


on the sacrifices and the high priests. 


Clues Across 


1 “kill the bullock before — ~~~ ‘: 
Lord” 

a fe that is anointed 
do sin” 


it was taken off from 
the bullock” 

a space (_r--_) 

to dress up (_ —i- ~_) 

“The God of the Hebrews hath 
with us” Exod. 5 
outside edge of wheel 

initials of prophet and king to 
whom he prophesied (I Kings 
18:2) 

“Because in the night — _----~ 
of Moab is laid waste” Isa. 15 


17 Latin for and 

18 “there appeared to him in the 
wilderness of mount —_---- *y 
Acts 7 

19 “they found -_-_---bezek in 


Bezek”’ Judg. 1 

“as concerning his sin, and it 
be forgiven him” 
“the priest shall — ----- 
atonement for his sin” 


an 


23, 35 “the priest shall make —_-__- 
Pie ES angh for them, and it shall be 
forgiven” 

24 “where the ashes —____- poured 
out”’ 

ao ". nave given unto the 
children of Lot” Deut. 2 


27 “put some of the blood upon 
the horns of the altar of sweet 

ck | 2 _e sin through 
ignorance”’ 

30 “there is but a —___-_~- between 
men and death’ I Sam. 20 

a2 “O that there —____-_ such an 


heart in them, that they would 
fear me’ Deut. 5 

see 23 across 

“he shall take off from it all 
the fat of the bullock 
the sin-offering”’ 
“Wherein have we thee? 
In tithes and offerings’ Mal. 3 
‘it hath consumed of 
Moab” Num, 21 


41 “they shall confess their sin 
which they have ~~~~~- * Num. 
5 

42 initials of.first wife of Jacob 


and her father (Gen. 29) 

“my master left me, because 

three days —__--~-~ I fell sick” I 

Sam. 30 

44 “______ the sin-offering in the 
place of the burnt-offering.”’ 


=" 


— 


ol 


32 


33 


34 


36 
3¢ 


38 
40 


43 


ment for ____- , and it shall be 
forgiven them” 


Clues Down 


“sprinkle it seven 
the Lord.” 

“the remainder thereof shall 
Aaron and his sons y 
Lev. 6 

“distress, or persecution or fa- 
mine, or nakedness, or 
or sword?” Rom. 8 
“Then I will give you 
due season” Lev. 26 
“that thou mightest be justified 
when thou ” Psa, 51 
“their hath been to feed 
cattle” Gen. 46 

“look from the top of ~~ ---- Pr 
Song of Sol. 4 


before 
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prompt answers to 
Puzzle Number 9 


SABBATH or the 
LORD'S DAY- 


BY 
THEODORE H. EPP 


Dr. Epp shows that the Sabbath- 
keepers, so-called, who insist that 
Christians today must keep the 


IN| seventh day as commanded under 


Law are in actuality going way 
beyond what is written. After de- 
manding its observance they then 
themselves, without giving reason, 
change the nature of it on their 
own authority. He points out that 
the Biblical sabbath was a special 


“dip ‘his finger in the blood,| sign of separation to Israel and of 


and __ _ of the blood” 


their covenant with God. In addi- 


an Ezrahite who was very Wise | tion, Dr. Epp deals with the sab- 


(I Kings 4:31) 
plain where 
(Gen. 13:18) 
“even so them also which __-_-_- 
in Jesus will God bring with 
him” I Thess. 4 

a curved line 


Abraham 


| 


| 


| 


bath observance by Christ and His 


lived | disciples in the four Gospels and 


with Paul’s synagogue sabbath-go- 
ing in the Book of Acts. 

This is a clear, concise, conclu- 
sive treatise of the question 
troubling many in our day. Get it 


“the thing be hid from the eyes | and share it. 
he ly 9 
oe on ee was to light on a 


part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz’ Ruth 2 


“with his legs, and his ~~ __- 
and his dung” 
peewee thee two tables of stone 


like unto the first” Exod. 34 
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THE RULES 


1. Fill 


in blanks according to 


him away by the hand) clues given. Answers must be com- 


of a fit man into the wilder-| plete and correct. 


ness” Lev. 16 


2. PRINT name and address in 


“priest shall put some of the! blank below puzzle. This coupon 


blood upon the 
altar” 


of the serves as your address label for 


envelope containing your prize. If 


“They hatch cockatrice’ eggs, | you print your answers on a sepa- 


and weave the spider's 
Isa. 59 
“They 


' 


rate sheet in order to not cut your 
SworD, put them in the same form 


to and fro, and|as the puzzle rather than in col- 


stagger like a drunken man” /umns. Entries will not be returned. 


Psa. 107 


3. If paper arrives after dead- 


“If the priest that is anointed | line, place date of arrival on puzzle 


ante sin” 

Christmas 

“he shall take off —_____ it all 
the fat” 

“A bruised _____- shall he not 
break” Isa, 42 

“a strong meat 

them that are of ful] —_- 
Heb. 5 
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entry. Answer to Puzzle Number 9 
will appear in March 24 issue. 
4. Each person having a correct 
entry will receive a coupon along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 
coupons! Your January 27 issue of 


belongeth to| THe Sworp carried the news of 
_."’|these special prizes: Bible with 


concordance or Rainbow edition of 


....... Lord God! wilt thou de-| the Bible for young readers (King 
stroy all the residue of Israel?” | 


ee 


45 ‘the priest shall make an atone- Ezek. 9 
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James Version) for 48 coupons; a 


‘compact and easy to handle Bible 


(King James Version) for 40 cou- 

pons; Fllustrated Bible Geography 

and Atlas for 25 coupons. 
Remember, your coupons are the 


only record of your correct entries. 


It 


will be your responsibility to 


ikeep the coupons. Duplicate cou- 


pons will not count as two sepa- 


.rate coupons. ALWAYS INCLUDE 


YOUR COMPLETE ADDRESS 
ON PUZZLE, NOTE, OR OTHER 


| CORRESPONDENCE. 


Answer to Puzzle No. 6 
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Be sure to let us know ahead of 
time! Unless you notify us five weeks 
In advance, you will likely miss some 
copies of THE SWORD OF THE LORD! 
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The Far Country... 


(Continued from page 9) 


to the brokenhearted, distraught, 
crazed Judas, “See thou to that.” 
Grasping the thirty pieces of sil- 
ver, he left them ringing on the 
marble floor and went out and 
hanged himself. ‘ 

In that country church I re- 
minded the people that the enemy 
could lead you into sin, as the 
chief priest had bribed Judas to 
sin, then have no sympathy with 
you when you are distressed and 
ruined. I reminded them that the 
bartender who sells the drink and 
makes the drunkard, pauper, or 
harlot, then does not want the 
drunken bum hanging around beg- 
ging for a handout after his money 
is gone. 

I found a sudden shock go 
through the congregation. Some 
woman began to weep visibly and 
audibly. Others had tears! many 
had downcast faces. 


When the sermon was over and 
the pastor and I were alone, I 
said, ‘‘What happened to the con- 
gregation this morning, when I 
spoke of Judas and how the chief 
priests forsook him in his sin?”’ 


The pastor told me that a young 
woman had only last Sunday 
morning come forward to confess 
her sin. A man had made her 
fair promises of marriage and hap- 
piness, then led her into the deep- 
est of sin. Now pregnant and in 
disgrace, she came to the church 
to beg forgiveness, beg for restora- 
tion, have their love and fellow- 
ship. “But the young man,” the 
pastor said, “has already gone 
to another community and has 
ruined another girl. All his promis- 
es to marry this girl shows that 
your friends in sin cannot help 
you when sin’s ruin comes.” 


So the prodigal hoy found his 
friends gone with his money, then 
there arose a mighty famine. 


Oh, we should thank God for 
the famines that come in the land 
of sin. Maybe otherwise many a 
prodigal boy would never come 
to his senses. Oh, thank God 
that we can find out sooner or 
later that sin does not pay. Happy 
are those who do not wait for the 
bitter dregs of the cup, but re- 
pent and seek the Lord before 
all the poison of the serpent is 
in their veins and before all the 
sorrows and want of the famine 
are experienced. 


And many a person has come 
to a famine who still has plenty 
of money. In Amarillo, Texas, a 
few years ago, a young man came 
to the hotel room to ask us to 
pray for him. He had a wonder- 
ful job. He had made twenty-six 
thousand dollars in the-past year. 
Yet while less than thirty, he was 
a confirmed drunkard. His wife 
had already gone home to her 
mother. He was in such despair 
and shame by sin that he had 
tried to kill himself by leaping 
from the third story of a building. 
He had already found the famine 
and desperation left by the 
troubled heart, when one goes on 
without God. 


And two days ago in Bombay, 
I was driven by the great Taj 
Mahl Hotel, which faces the 
“gateway to India,” the giant arch 
upon the harbor. They told me 


how the manager of this famous, 
expensive hotel had leaped from 
the top of the building, killing 
himself. Oh, he had a fine position, 
plenty of money, expensive things, 


- 
. , 


a place in society. But all this 
left vacant and void some deep 
longing of his heart. There was 


frystration and perhaps a guilty 
conscience, an unrest about the 


future, and even the task of liv- | 


ing the next day seemed to be- 
come insupportable, so he took 
his own life. I do not know all 
the reasons. I do not try to judge 
the man. I am only saying that 
inevitably to go on without God 
means famine. 


A. poor lost man may seek 
to have a joy in business or in 
money, or in music or in wine and 
women and song. Sooner or later 
he will find that “even in laugh- 
‘ter the heart is sorrowful; and 
the end of that mirth is heaviness” 
(Prov. 14:13). 


The woman of Samaria, de- 


scribed in John, chapter 4, had 


been married five times and was 
now living in sin with a man to 
whom she was not married. Oh, 
Jesus rightly judged her heart, 
and He told her that whosoever 
should drink of this water should 


thirst again. That was true, not, 


only of Jacob’s well; it was true 
of all the wells from which this 
thirsty-hearted woman drank. She 
had always hoped to find this hap- 
piness in marriage. What woman 
does not so hope? But marriage 
had proven again and again an 
empty and sad thing. What she 
really needed was not a husband 
alone. What a man needs is not a 
bride and money alone, nor fame 
nor position nor popularity. After 
all, there is the water that the 
heart seeks and it will never be 
satisfied with any other. And Jesus 
said to the woman, “But whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlast- 
ing life’ (John 4:14). Thank God, 
she took of that water and went 
gladly away to tell everybody. 

Oh, so many of the poor prodi- 
gals in this world live in cisterns, 
“broken cisterns, that can hold 
no water” (Jer. 2:13). They live 
in famine, though they may be 
envied as wealthy and popular. 
They come to the land of famine 
and their souls are dry and 
withered in the midst of all their 
money and wealth. 


No wonder the Bible _ says, 
“There is no peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked.” And the preceding 
verse says, “But the wicked are 
like the troubled sea, when it can- 
not rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt” (Isa. 57:20, 21). 
In the heart of the unconverted, 
in the heart of a lost man or 
woman is the seed of famine. 
There is something that muddies 
all the water of peace, something 
that brings discord into all the 
music. There is some clamor of 
conscience that takes away satis- 


faction from the music of this 
world. And so the prodigal boy 
came to a famine. 

How bad is the state of the 
prodigal boy. He could not get 
a job. He had no money, no 


friends. He was in actual hunger. 
So he went and joined himself to 
a citizen of that far-off country 
and the citizen sent him into the 
fields to feed swine. And he was 
so hungry that “he would fain 
have filled his belly with the 
husks that the swine did eat: and 
no man gave unto him.” He had 
hit rock bottom. Thank God, be- 
cause he had hit bottom he came 
to his senses. 


Ill. Happy Day! the Prodigal 
Came to Himself 

The prodigal boy had come to 
the end of his tether. No friends 
to help him, no job to earn a 
living, he “joined himself to a 
citizen of that country; and he 
sent him into his fields to feed 
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swine.” He was so hungry that 
“He would fain have filled his 
belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat: and no man gave 
unto him” (Luke 15:15, 16). And 
there in the hog pen the poor 
prodigal got his wits about him, 
and saw himself as he was. He 
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Saw that he had played the fool, 
that sin does not bring happiness. 
He saw that it would have been 
far better to be back in the fa- 
ther’s house in peace and plenty 
than to be in want and trouble 
and loneliness and heartache in 
the far country. That boy came 
to himself at last. “And when he 
came to himself he said, How 
many hired servants of my father 
have enough and to spare, and 
I perish with hunger. I will arise 
and go to my father” (Luke 15:17, 
18). 


1. Lost Sinners Are Blind- 


ed, Deceived By, Satan 
The only reason everybody in 
the world does not turn to the 


Lord Jesus and love Him and trust 
Hiim and be saved 


immediately is 
that they are blinded in sin. Satan 
deceives. He is a liar. He makes 
white seem black. He makes the 
bad seem good. He promises joy 
out of things that are certain to 


bring sorrow. 


I remember in revival services 
in the Marquette Manor Baptist 
Church in Chicago years ago, a 
young woman came to the services 
who was very bitter. She was un- 
converted. She had lost her moth- 
er. And one night she said to me, 
“Brother Rice, you may think I 
am a fool to come and hear you 
night after night when I do not 
believe a thing you say.” 

I answered, “No, you may find 
out that this is the only time in 
your life that you ever had your 
wits about you, that you ever 
acted with any sense.’ Then one 
night the proud heart which had 
gone as long as it could with no 
peace, with inner turmoil and bit- 
terness, came to the Lord Jesus 
and found the peace that her 
mother had had. 

And so at last the prodigal son 
had the blindness taken from his 
eyes. 


2. Trouble Is Intended Often 
to Bring Sinners to God 

in the time of his want 
prodigal came his 


It was 
when the 
senes. If 
money and 
companions 


to 


boisterous drinking 
about him. and 
ing women to lead him 
he might have gone on 
away from the father’s heart. But 
trouble brought him to his senses. 


into sin, 


he had still had plenty of | 


| 


entic- | 


one reads this who is 
uncoverted, one who is in the far ' 
country away from God, I beg 
you now, this moment, take that 
step and say, “I will arise and 
g9 to my father.” 
Included in this decision, of 
/ course, was the straightforward 


further | 


He saw that the road of sin leads 
| to want and trouble. So at last 
he could say, “I have sinned.” | 


Second Corinthians 4:3 and 4 
say, “But if our gospel be hid, 
it is hid to them that are lost: 
In whom the god of this world| 
hath blinded the minds of them | 
which believe not. lest the light | 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.” Sinners are 


blinded and that is the only reason 
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He could- decide, 
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judgment to turn men to God 
am thinking a father 
imrock, Texas, who lost 
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he 
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doctor bills to pay 
your home 
ve lost 


iOb. or 


hie i 

has 
It may 
“ahaa up, 
ha a good friend, 
illusionment and_e trouble 
come your way. Oh, 
God means it good! 
not been for 
far country, the prodigal 
would not have come home. God 
wants you to see that the way 
of sin does not pay and you need | 
God. You need forgiveness. 

Oh, God wants you to stop and 
think. In Isaiah 1:18 He says: 
“Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord: 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” The Lord says, ‘Sit 
down with Me and talk this over. 
If you will honestly consider, I 
can show you that sin does not 
pay. I can show you that I love 
you. I am not your enemy. I mean 
to bless you and help you.’ The 
Lord pleads with sinners to come 
and counsel, to approach God and 
find how dear and good are all His 


avy 
that 
is or 
dis- 


have 


or 
di ar 
If it 
famine in 


had 
the 
boy 


for 
the 


ways, and how precious is this 
salvation offered so freely! 
3. The Prodigal Boy De- 


cided to Go Home 


The prodigal boy now decided 
“T will arise and go to my father.” 


Here is the very heart of the 
whole matter. No matter how 
beautiful things seemed in 
memory back at the _ father’s 


house, that will do him no good 
unless he arises and goes home. 
No matter how real has become 
the frustration and the deceiving 


“T will arise and | 


mavVeTI 


though | 


am so glad that God in loving | 
|/ mercy 


You | 


friend. | 


'confession of his sinfulness. He 
Said, “I will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and 
befo) thee, and am no more 
| worthy to be called they son. 
|Make me as one of thy hired 
servants’ (Luke 15:18,19). There 
ils no sense in going home if he | 
| should just say, “I still think the | 
tar country is better. I still want 
my own way. I still think I know | 
| better than my father. I still have 
| in ititude for his loving care 
and provision I still intend to 
| ust , t he has given me as 
istre 1 wWwhoremonger, a 
inka No, until his heart 1s 
Ww! . [i have sinned 
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creat not power beyond any 
hu n consideratio} not His 
knowleds f all things from the 
heginnineg to the end, but His com- 
passion, His mercy, His forgive- 
ness treely offered poor sinners 
So the prodigal son, penitent 
|and yet glad to get done with sin, 
turns his back on the hog pen 
and heads for home. Thank God 
“he arose, and came to his father,” 
so verse 20 Says. 


| 
| 
| 


and the tomment of sin; it would 
do him no good unless he takes 
that act of the will. 
“I will arise and go to my father.” 
And putting the action to the 
words, 
father.” 


“he arose, and came to “a 


saw him, and had compassion, 
and ran, and fell on his neck, and 


But he said,| kissed him.” 


Oh sinner, it is not a long way 
back to God. 

You have traveled many a sinful 
mile, with your face set against 


Oh, dear sinner, one simple de-| God, but God has followed you. 


cision is all that waits between | yoy may have taken one step and 
you and God and salvation. Dear | another until you went so far 


sinner, make up your mind, “I 
will run to the Lord Jesus. I will) 
come to Him for mercy and for- 
giveness and a new heart. I will} 


trust Him for forgiveness here and | 
now.”” That act of the will, that 
simple decision of faith is that) 


step between life and darkness,| you have only to say, 
and | and tired of this sin; 


that step between Heaven 
Hell. One moment the sinner is | 
condemned and lost: the next 


minute, when he has put his trust 
in Jesus and turned from sin to 
the Saviour, he is not condemned 
but has everlasting life. 

Oh, if 


IV. Back to Father 
How will the father receive 
prodigal? Will he indignantly 


the 
turn 


the disreputable and ragged tramp | 


father’s 
so long 
ungrate- 


Is the 
over love 
provision 


from his door? 
heart bitter 
despised, over 
fully taken? 


1. The Father Came 
Meet the Son in 
Forgiveness 

Once when I was preaching on 
the story of the prodigal son, I 
pictured the long journey home. 
I reminded my hearers that the 
boy went away in state, with a 
carriage, no doubt, but now he 
must walk. He had gone away in 
fine clothes, with money in his 
pocket and with much baggage; 
now he was walking in rags. 

I thought the boy’s feet were 
tired and bleeding on the stoney 
road, that perhaps fears beset him 
as to whether his father would 
receive him. And suddenly in the 
midst of it all God spoke to my 
heart and I found that none of 
that was in the Bible. It was NOT 
a long way home. The Bible simply 
says that “he arose, and came to 
his father.”’ Then it continues in 
the same verse, “But when he was 
yet a great way off, his father 


to 
Loving 


and Home | 


from God's teaching, so far from 
the moral standards of your youth, 
so far from the purity and right- 
eousness that God wanted you to 
have. But however far you have 
gone, God is there. You have only 
to turn around, and there He is! 
“I am sick 
I want my 
sins forgiven; I want peace and 
salvation: I want God to love me 
and take me into His family as 
a son.’ and behold there He is, 
and His arms about you, just wait- 
ing for you. 

So the boy went home. The fa- 
ther was watching and waiting. 

Sometimes people think they 
must pray long and weep much to 


get God to forgive. But that is 
foolish. God is more concerned 
about your salvation than you 
are. Before you were born He 
provided an atonement lor your 
sins. Every day of your life the 
angels' of God have watched over 


you..God’s Spirit has followed you 


wherever you are. God wants to 
save you. He was ready before 
you were! 

And so when the prodigal son 
went home, the father ran to meet 
him. He had been waiting so long. 
And you may be sure that God 
in loving mercy has watched so 
long over you, lost sinner, that 
His arms will be open and waiting 
this moment, if you would turn 

(Continued on page 12) 
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preached thi Sermon From a 
Catholic Bibl in the Chicago 
Arena, in a city-wide revival 
campaign with thousands pres- 
ent. Among those saved that 
night were about fifteen Catho- 
lics. 

‘hat sermon was taken down 
word for word and later printed 
In THe Sworp OF THE LORD. 
Thousands of requests came for 
extra copies until it was im- 
possible to supply the demand. 


Then it was printed in a beauti- 
ful purple-covered pamphlet, 
with large pages and large type. 

Wherever the sermon has 
been preached in great union 
revival campaigns, it has made 
better feelings between Catho- 
lics and Protestants, has made 
Catholics willing to hear the 
Gospel, and has won some of 
them to Christ. 3 

Here are the chapter titles: 

What the Catholic Bible Says 
About: 

1. The Bible As the Only In- 
spired and Infallible Authority 

2. What the Catholic Bible 
Teaches About the Virgin Mary 

3. Is the Catholic Pope Infalli- 
ble? 

4. What Does Bible Teach 
About Priests’ Marrying? 

5. Is the Sacrifice of the Mass 
tight and Scriptural? 

6. What Mediator Can a Sin- 
ner Have? Mary? the Saints? 
the Priest? 

7. How to be Saved, Accord- 
ing to the Catholic Bible 

Catholics, accustomed to criti- 
cism and disdain from Protest- 
ants, are surprised to find it 
kindly and brotherly and under- 


standing. This “Sermon From 
a Catholic Bible” tells them 
many things that even most 


Catholics do not know about 
the background and history of 
the Catholic Church, Catholics 
receive it and read it and are 
blessed by it. 
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for $5 


Sword of the Lord 
Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois 


Page Twelve 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 8, 1961 


The Far Country .. . 


(Continued from page 11) 


from sin for mercy and forgive- 
ness. 


Did you notice that the boy 
made his honest confession? He 
gaid, “Father, I have _ sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son” (Luke 15:21). Oh, 
he had meant to propose that he 
would be only a hired servant, 
sleep in the bunkhouse, and only 
see his father when he could, He 
was not worthy to be called a son, 
he thought, but before he could 
get the torrent of confession and 
Humiliation out of his mouth, the 
father had kissed him, his arms 
of love were tight about him, and 
the father was calling for a new 
robe and a ring and shoes and to 
start preparing the feast! ‘ 

I am saying that salvation is 
just a breath away from anyone 
whose heart turns for mercy. Al- 
ready the debt is paid! Already 
a holy God has given the sacrifice 
to pay His own demand against 
sin. Christ has taken the stripes 
that the sinner deserved. The 
cross, the pain, the death, the 
just due of every sinner have al- 
ready fallen upon the innocent 
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Evangelist Dwight L. Moody 

* once said, “I have never known 
a Christian who was any good 
in the work of Christ who did 
not have assurance of his sal- 
vation.” The purpose of this 
booklet is to help every believer 
have the sweet assurance of sins 
forgiven offered by God to all 
who will take Him at His Word. 

Starting with the “getting” of 
a know-so salvation, it is made 
clear from many Scriptures that 
salvation is “not according to 
our works” that God has saved 
us, but “according to his own 
purpose and grace,” that this 
salvation is in the person of 
Jesus Christ, and that it is ob- 
tained by simple faith. 

In answering the question of 
how to “keep” this know-so 
salvation, the author replies 
that the way to keep saivation 
is the same way it was obtained, 
that saving faith is not a con- 
tinuous feeling, but a one-time 
committal, and that Christ 
Himself does the keeping of 
His own. 

The final section is entitled, 
“How to Know One Has Salva- 
tion,” and is mostly a combina- 
tion of Scriptures and illustra- 
tions intended to produce as- 
surance of a once-for-all, finish- 
ed salvation which is once-for- 
all received when the sinner 
trusts Christ. 
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soul of Jesus Christ. And so the 
sinner can be and will be forgiven 
instantly, the moment his heart 
turns to Christ for mercy and 
forgiveness. 


2. The Son Is Given a 
White Robe of Right- 
eousness 


With his arms around the prodi- 
gal boy, their tears mingled to- 
gether, the father calls out to the 
servants, “... Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on him” (vs, 22). 

The best robe! The best robe 
would have to be the righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ which 
God puts around the penitent sin- 
ner. You may be sure that God 
puts the best robe He has, the 
perfect, sinless robe of Jesus 
Christ’s own character and right- 
eousness around every sinner who 
comes for mercy and forgiveness. 


In Jeremiah 23:6 we read the 
Old Testament promise of Jesus, 
"THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS.” And the Prophet Isaiah 
said, ‘Behold, God is my salvation; 
I will trust, and not be afraid: for 


the Lord JEHOVAH is’ my 
strength and my _ = song; he 
also is become my _ salva- 
tion” (Isa. 12:2). But I think 


that prodigal boy, if he had ever 
learned the Old Testament, may 
have thought of that wonderful 
glory text in Isaiah 61:10, “I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
soul shall be joyful in my God; 
for he hath clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he hath 
covered me with the robe of right- 
eousness, as a bridegroom decketh 
himself with ornaments, and as a 
bride adorneth herself with her 
jewels.” 

Oh, this prodigal could properly 
rejoice and be joyful, for he could 
say of the father, “He hath cloth- 
ed me with the garments of salva- 
tion, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness ....” No 
bridegroom ever had a more shin- 


ing garment. No bride ever 
adorned herself with ornaments 
so fair! When God says, “the best 
robe,” He means it to be the 


perfection and of 
Jesus Christ. 

You remember 
mented about 


righteousness 


that Paul la- 
the unconverted 
Jews, “For they being ignorant 
of God's righteousness, and go- 
ing about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness 
of God” (Rom. 10:3). They were 
trying to be good enough to be 
saved, trying to keep the law to 
reach God, And thus Paul says, 
“They have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness 
of God.” 


Well, tne prodigal son brought 
no good robes with him. He had 
only. rags. The prodigal son had 
no wardrobe of beauty. And so 
his nakedness, his rags and needs 
were all supplanted by the cover- 
ing put over his shoulders. He put 
on the best robe. So the sinner 
immediately can put on all the 
righteousness of Christ by faith. 


God does not want you to come 
with mended and patched gar- 
ments trying to be good enough 
for Heaven. God does not want 
you thinking how you can best 
cleanse this spot and mend this 
tear. God wants you to give up 
all your own claim to righteous- 
ness and depend on the merits of 
the dear Saviour who has paid 


} our debt. 


When Jesus called blind Barti- 
maeus by the roadside, he laid 
aside his beggar’s garment. He 
would need it no more! His blind- 
ed eyes would be healed and he 
would be a beggar no more. And 
so the sinner can lay aside all 
his own claim of goodness and be 
covered with the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness. 

We read in Matthew 22 the 
parable of the king who made a 
marriage for his son. “And when 
the king came in to see the guests, 
he saw there, a man which had 
not on a wedding garment: And 
he saith unto him, Friend, how 
camest thou in hither not having 
a wedding garment? And he was 
speechless” (vss. 11, 12). The man 
was thrust into outer darkness. 
Oh, no one can sit down at the 
wedding table, no one can enter 
into the great rejoicing when 
Christ receives His bride, except 
he have the . wedding garment 
which is provided by the King. 

The father provided the robe; 


the boy did not. And so the boy 
received freely, clothes better than 
he could ever have provided. And 
so the sinner gets free salvation 
and a claim on all the righteous- 
ness of God. 

In Romans 4 we have this 
precious truth taught: 


“Now to him that worketh is 
the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt. But to him that 
worketh mot, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. 
Even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man, wnto 
whom God imputeth righteousness 
without works, Saying, Blessed 
are they whose iniquities are for- 
given, and whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the 
Lord will not wmpute sin” (vss. 
4-8). 

Qh, blessed is the man whose 
sins are covered. The prodigal 
son’s are all forgotten. They are 
buried in the depths of the sea, 
cast behind the Father’s back. 
They are remembered against him 
no more. So every poor sinner 
can find his sins forever put away 
when he trusts Jesus and has the 
Father’s arms about him in for- 
giveness, 


3. “And Put a Ring on His 
Hand,” the Father Said 


The prodigal boy may have had 
a ring in the old days. Sons wear 
rings, not the slaves nor the serv- 
ants. The ring is a sign of son- 
ship, a sign of authority, a sign 
of wealth. The boy now had no 
ring. And so the father provided 
one. 


It may have been a signet ring, 
and now the boy may be sent upon 
the father’s business and so speak 
with the father’s authority and 
sign documents for the _ father. 
And so everyone who is born of 
God becomes a son of God. God 
implants the divine nature in him. 
He becomes now heir of God and 
joint heir with Jesus Christ. 

The prodigal now is entered into 
the full, happy relationship of a 
son in the home. Now the servants 
bow to his wishes. Now the fa- 
ther confides in him and he helps 
carry on the father’s business, and 
it is wonderful to be called a son 
of God. But every wanderer who 
comes is thus received. 

The father gladly said, ““My son 
was ... lost, and is found” (vs. 
24). And he is not made a hired 
servant, though he pleaded that 
was all he dared ask. No, he en- 
tered into the full place of a son. 


4. The Tired Feet of the 
Prodigal Now Received 
Shoes 
I am sure these shoes put on 
the prodigal’s feet have a meaning. 
I have in India seen many poor 
people go barefooted because they 
could not afford even inexpensive 
sandals. You may be sure that 
the hot pavement burned their 
feet. You may be sure that the 
stoney path hurt them. They could 
not run the errands and carry on 
the business as well as with shoes. 
And so the father put shoes on 
the feet of his son’s poor, tired, 
bruised feet! Now they can be in 

comfort. 

And so when one is received 
into the family of God, God wants 
him to put on shoes. In Ephesians 
6:11 we are commanded to “put 
on the whole armour of God.’ And 
Ephesians 6:15 says, “And your 
feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace.” Those shoes 
were not only for pleasure, but 
also for business. Now surely the 
boy will take his place as the son, 
will take some of the load off the 
tired shoulders of his father, and 
will be busy about the father’s 
business, 

So you Christians who take the 
shield of faith and the helmet of 
salvation ought to also make sure 
that you put upon your feet the 
shoes of the Gospel of peace. 

Oh, “how beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings .. .” 
(Rom. 10:15). God’s blessings are 
on the feet of the soul winner, 
the witness! And I am sure this 
boy, now made a son again, did 
not hesitate to tell far and wide 
how good was the father and how 
wonderful to serve him. 


5. Then the. Fatted Calf, 
Feasting and Rejoicing 


A servant went at once to start 
the feast. A calf had been put in 
the stall, had been fed day by day. 
And that calf had been saved 
day after day, week after week for 
the home-coming of the prodigal. 
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“No,” the father had said, “we 
will not sell this calf. I know we 
could get a good price for him, but 
I want hinY hete for the feasting 
when my boy returns.” 


Oh, how much a blessing God 
has prepared ahead of time for 
His saints. He gives us salvation. 
He gives us joy day by day. He 
prepares us a home in Heaven. He 
sends the Spirit of God to dwell 
in our body. He has guardian 
angels around us for every day. 
“The angel ‘of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them” (Ps. 34:7). 
He has the Holy Spirit to teach 
us and comfort us and help us 
pray. He has given us a Bible, 
a guidebook, instruction book, 
food for the soul, sword for the 
hand, seed for the sower. Oh, the 
daily fellowship and joy and light 
of a Christian who walks in the 
light after he has received salva- 
tion. 

Well, 
feast. 


I do not wonder that Jesus said 
to the weary, the laboring, the 


the Christian life is a 


troubled, “Come unto me, all ye! 


that labour and are heavy laden 

. and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light” (Matt. 
11:28-30). No wonder the greeting 
in Heaven will be climaxed by a 
grand feast, with all the saints 
Of all ages. “Blessed are they that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom 
of God,” said one man, and so 
it is. I do not wonder that in the 
Christian life there is food and 
drink such as man never had 
before. 


The truth is that the fatted 
calf is Christ. He is the manna 
from Heaven and those who trust 
in Him eat His flesh and drink 
His blood spiritually. And so the 
boy sat down to the feast and. re- 
joicing. | 


V. And Now Prodigal, Come 
Home Today! 


It may be some Christian who 
reads this has lost the joy. Maybe 
you, although you belong in the 
Father’s house and, although you 
claim to be a son and are, have 
been unworthy. Perhaps you, too, 
today need to come~apatreto the 
Father’s arms of forgiveness. 


Once I tried to decide whether 
the story of the prodigal son was 
intended to picture sinners coming 
for salvation or to picture a back- 
slider coming back to fellowship. 
First, I thought it was the one, 
then I thought it was the other. 
Then sensibly I concluded that 
this pictures any heart out of fel- 
lowship with God. 

Oh, poor backslider, the Father 
loves you. He has not given you 
up. His arms are open. His kiss 
of forgiveness is waiting. So today 
I beg you, leave your trifling with 
sin, confess to God your sins and 
failures and come back to peace 
and joy. We have the _ sweet 
promise that “if we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from. all _ unrighteousness” 
(I John 1:9). 

But my principal appeal is to 
poor, unconverted, lost sinners. 
Oh, you may not yet have come 
physically, economically to the 
hog pen. It may be that you still 
have a job. Perhaps you still have 
a good reputation. It may be that 
you have not outwardly come to 
want and ruin. But you will, I 
fear, if you go on in sin. And al- 
ready you have come to a famine 
within. You have missed God's 
best. You have wasted your sub- 
stance in riotous living. You 
handle God-given talents and time 
and a precious life as if they were 
all your own, and have had no 
gratitude for a God who loves you 
and who provides all these things. 

Oh, poor sinner, whether out- 
rageously criminal or respectably 
sinful; oh poor sinner, whether 
down and out or up and out—God 
wants you to come to the Father’s 
house. 

And take with you a word of 
confession. Admit to God you are 
a poor sinner who needs forgive- 
ness. And the moment your heart 
turns in penitence from sin to 
trust in Jesus Christ, that moment 
you have the forgiveness and sal- 
vation you need. 

The sweet promise of John 3:36 
says, “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life.” The 
moment you trust Christ you have 
everlasting life. 

And the promise Paul and Silas 
gave the Philippian jailer was, 


|! “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 


and thou shalt be saved...” 
(Acts 16:31). I give you the same 
promise. It is good for your fami- 
ly, too, as it was for the jailer’s 
family. If you will here and now 
turn your heart to Christ, trust 
Him, depend upon Him, your sins 
will all be forgiven, all covered, 
all hidden. 


And the moment you put your 
trust in Christ, God will put on 
you the white robe of Christ’s 
righteousness and you will be 
God’s child, you will be a new 
creature. You will have a home 
reserved for you in Heaven. 


If you will take Christ as ~ 
Saviour, oh, please write today 
and tell me. You need to decide 
and it will help you to decide if 
you will write me. 


If you are ready here and now 
to turn from sin and plead with 
the Lord for forgiveness and trust 
Him to save you, I beg you, first, 
sign the statement below, then 
copy it in a letter and mail it to 
me. Do it today! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

Box 420 

Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read your sermon on 
“The Far Country or The Father’s 
House.” I know that I am a poor 
sinner who needs mercy and for- 
giveness. Before I come to ruin 
and shame and the disgrace that 
sin is likely to bring, I want to be 
saved. Here and now I confess 
my sinfulness. I ask for mercy. I 
believe that Jesus died for me, 
and here and now I trust Him 
to be my own personal Saviour, I 
rely on Him ‘to forgive. my sins 
and save my soul. I will claim 
Him openly as my Saviour and 
will start today to try té-Tive 
for Him. Please write me a let- 
ter of encouragement. 


Signed 
Address 
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SOUND... 


is our specialty. We can make your tape 
recordings, reproduce your tape record- 
ings or prepare your taped radio pro- 
grams. With us, you entrust your work 
to pioneers and experts in taped relig- 
ious materials ... and our skilled sound 
engineers, working with the most mod- 
ern equipment and comprehensive facili- 
ties can handle EVERY phase for you 
. all with highest sound fidelity. 

We can supply your taped programs to 
radio stations in quantity and meet 
tightest deadlines. 

Call or write us NOW for the ultimate 
in taped sound and service! 


RECORDER & REPRODUCER CORP. 
1533 Cherry St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
LOcust 3-0210 
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*After seein 
we all felt this was the book. It has everything.® 
Writes a Pennsylvania Chu 


Tabernacle Hymns Number Five 


Get FREE Copy NOWI 


Mail coupon for a sample of this supreme achieve- 
ment of the Tabernacle series. Richer than its pre- 
decessors in worship hymns, more numbers, more 
service helps. 25 responsive readings under 125 sube 
ject headings— 35 Scriptural selections for special 
days; helpful topical index of 100 headings — musical 
end papers. 

Waterproof binding richly gold stamped, Come 
pletely orchestrated including accordion. Amazing 
low price. Two-binding colors. | 


[-——MAIL COUPON NOW ——== 


YES, we want a hymnal that “‘has everything.” Sen@ 
free sample of Tabernacle Hymns Number Five. 
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Expect to buy new song books (Date) ——____—_——saas 


